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BOOKS FOR YOUNGER READERS 


BOOKS TO READ ALOUD 


von Hippel, Ursula Coward-McCann 
5x4, Cloth, $2.00; Lib. $2.19 
THE STORY OF THE SNAILS WHO TRADED HOUSES 


"The grass is always greener...." is the theme of this diminutive dramati- 
zation of the old adage as two snails, one white, the other brown, trade their "homes", 
acquiring a two tone effect, very chic, but not to their liking, so they trade back 
again and are satisfied. The format is the pinpoint of appeal here. The text could 
not be simpler, the snails speak in petite cursive language, and the pictures are 
soft and sweet. (5/? LC:61-7818) 


Kuskin, Karla Harper 
THE BEAR WHO SAW THE SPRING 8x10 3/4 paper over 


boards $2.50;Lib. $2.57 


A bear and his dog friend discover the seasons together and find a host of 
wonders pertinent to each which are conveyed in rhymed verse. The text fails dismally 
in its attempts at humor, but its most offensive flaw is its labyrinthine and shade- 
less detail leaving us with a jumbled impression of each season. Lackluster illus- 
trations, ostensibly concepts which burst with possibility, visually carry out this 
flaw, placing a text highlight off in a corner, back behind a bush or within a maze 
of trees or grass, and requiring the most perceptive eye to uncover them. A poor . 
mete for a seasonal introduction. Disappointing from this author. (4/26. LC:60- 
11195 


Peet, Bill Houghton Mifflin 
HUGE HAROLD 8 5/8x9 3/4, Cloth, $3.00 
Lib. $3.75 


Huge Harold is a rabbit misfit, sent out to fend for himself. This is his 
odyssey through the woods where owls and foxes chase him, to a farm, where cows shoo 
him, to a haunted house, where boys discover him, through fields where men hunt hin, 
and finally to Orville B. Croft, who trains him as a trotter and enters him in the 
champion races, a niche Harold finally fits. An abundance of varying elements is | 
climaxed by a "misfit" (contrived) ending, and detracts from a sporadically humorous 
text with illustrations of matching quality. (4/7? LC:61-5131) 


Warner, Sunny B. Knopf 
TOBIAS AND HIS BIG RED SATCHEL 8x10, Cloth, $3.00 


Author-illustrator presents a whimsical farce in rhyme in which Tobias ex- 
plains to a complaining mother why a crowbar, a saw, a hammer and nails, a shovel 
and various other sundries are indispensable to his satchel collection. Happening 
upon the scene at the right moment, Tobias throws his rope to a group of explorers 
marooned on a sinking iceberg and employs his trusty shovel in digging out a 
stranded whale from a sandbar. Humor increases with each impossibly exaggerated 
event. The most appreciative audience will be found among 6 to 8 year olds, although 
a slightly younger age group will enjoy the large frolicsome illustrations. (4/2 
LC:61-6046) 
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Kepes, Juliet Pantheon 
FROGS MERRY 9 1/8x6 1/4, Cloth, $2.95 


The cavorting of frogs occupy the attention of this author-illustrator as she 
combines fact with fantasy. Fact includes the birth of these creatures, the food they 
eat, the enemies they watch. Fantasy sees them playing tricks on the turtle, whirling 
in a rosy ring. Green illustrations on a blue ground convey the feel of their natural 
habitat in an extremely simple rendition of their story. (3/30) 


EASY READING 


Slobodkina, Esphyr Abelard-Schuman 
JACK AND JIM $2.75 


There on Uncle Joe's TV show sat the cutest little puppy that the twins had 
ever seen, and,what's more, Uncle Joe was offering him to the most talented poet in the 
TV audience. For days Jack and Jim struggled with their rhyme until finally it was ready 
to be sent in. Their taut expectancy burst into wild clamor as the boys hear their names 
called, joint winners of the grand prize: But for the first time in their lives, Jack 
and Jim disagree; one chooses Z:p and the other Snapper for the puppy's name. It is 
father's ingenious combination name, Z:pper, that solves the problem and restores unity 
to the household. The effective combination of words and pictures will insure a sense 
of accomplishment in the beginning reader, although the extended double climax may lose 
his attention. (4/18. LC:61-7138) 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN- FICTION 


Casey, Rosemary Dodd, Mead 
THE COUSINLY COUSINS $3 .00 


Carol and Jim Cousins (who are cousins) visit some more cousins on their New 
England farm for the summer. Their vacation is highlighted by many little adventures 
they find inthe woods, the barn and the cove. On one occasion, Jim saves Carol from 
drowning; on another, the children detect a smoldering fire in the nick of time. When it 
appears that their uncle will be forced to sell land in order to raise money for digging 
artesian wells to combat the drought, the young Cousins come to the rescue by striking 
water. These episodes, interesting in outline, fall flat in the telling chiefly because 
the Cousins never come alive. (5/1. LC:61-8179) 


Shacklett, Juanita Purvis Friendship 
TIMMY'S TEAM $1.75 paper; $2.95 cloth 


The principle of brotherhood guides Timmy and his family as they make new 
friends in a new community. A temporary tent serves as the church in which Timmy's 
father preaches, and Timmy and his friends invite many members to join. Although he is 
thwarted by the unpleasant jeers of Biff and his gang, he is rewarded by his friendship 
with the Mexican boy Roberto, at whose home Timmy's lost puppy has been secretly cared 
for. Eventually the “enemies" come round and the community grows closer. Recommended 
for church libraries only. (5/3. LC:61-6634) 


Lin, Adet Harcourt, Brace 
THE MILKY WAY And Other. Chinese Folk Tales $2.75 


Chinese folk tales with their soft moral wisdoms and clever allegorical teach- 
ings are always welcome. Adet Lin retells some dozen or so, some of which may be more 
familiar like The Boastful Tortoise and others which will be brand new to most readers. 
The Milky Way is apparently a favorite, explaining in lyrical story form the origin of 
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some of its stars. Enrico Arno's graceful black and white illustrations throughout 
help transport us into the fantasy setting. Could be judiciously used in storyhour. 
(4/26. LC:61-8193) 


























Townsend, J. David Houghton Mifflin 
Illus. Leonard Shortall $2.75 
THE CATS STAND ACCUSED 


The Reed children's cats are accused of murdering the VanPelt children's 
guinea pig. Although circumstantial evidence points to their guilt, Harry Reed is 
determined to find the truth. How he goes about hunting clues, questioning likely 
witnesses and suspects and applying lawyer's logic climax in an authentic courtroom 
trial with all the fanfare. Comic elements are overshadowed by gruesome ones - 
examining the guinea pig's skin - demanding the death sentence for the guilty party, 
and what might have been a bit of clever fun is reduced to sheer nonsense with the 
introduction of adult participants. (5/? LC:61-6946) 


Beatty, Jerome, Jr. William R. Scott 
MATTHEW LOONEY'S VOYAGE TO THE EARTH $2.75 


Earthbound youngsters will find much mirth in this topsy turvy trip through 
space. Does life exist on Earth? Young Matthew Looney and his famous space cadet 
uncle aren't sure, but they bravely embark on an earthly expedition in their rocket 
ship Moonbeam II to find out. Disobeying regulations, Matthew stows away his favorite 
pet Murtle, who falls to Earth, is retrieved and is brought back to Moon alive. In 
an exciting court martial, Matthew challenges current scientific belief that oxygen 
is fatal, and proves through Murtle that life may very well exist on Earth. What 
life on the Moon is like is cleverly described and Gahan Wilson's comic pictures of 
Moon people add to the general merriment. (4/2) 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN- NON-FICTION 


O'Neil, Mary Doubleday 
HAILSTONES AND HALIBUT BONES $2.95, Lib. $3.45 


* In twelve magical poems, Mary O'Neil abandons conventional limits to explore 
sound, feeling and visual images elicited by each of 12 colors. "Blue is twilight, 
Shadows on snow, Blue is feeling way down low." "Brown is a freckle, Brown is a mole, 
Brown is the earth when you dig a hole." "Green is an olive, And a pickle. The sound 
of green is a water-trickle." These are but a few excerpts from each color. There 
are enough ideas here to find a satisfied audience among children of many different 
experiences and ages. The poetic quality is sustained beautifully in fresh original 
illustrations by the talented Leonard Weisgard. (5/12. LC:60-7138) 


Sterling, Dorothy Doubleday 
CATERPILLARS $2.75 






All you would want to know about caterpillars has certainly been assessed 
from the characteristics of a score of varieties to the operation of one's own 
"caterpillar cafeteria". How they spin silk, (they all do), how to go about catching 
one, their food, metamorphosis and favorite haunts are among the facts covered-often 
through humorous handling. But like the precise and colorful illustrations conceived 
by Winifred Lubell and sprinkled in gay profusion everywhere, the text here and there 
appears somewhat disorganized. (5/12. LC:61-5148) 
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Butler, Roger Putnam 
LET'S GO TO AN OIL REFINERY $1.95, Lib. $1.86 on | 






The tour series continues; this time two children are invited for a stroll 
through an oil field where they learn about methods of drilling oil and the role the 
geologist plays in the industry. The second half of the book is devoted to a careful 
inspection of the oil refinery itself where the functions of such machinery as the 
distillation unit and the "cat cracker" are explained. The 2 color illustrations by 
Robert Bartram are extremely helpful in visualizing all of this. Auxiliary reading in 
social studies for Grades 3 to 6. (4/10. LC:61-8237) 















ELEVEN TO THIRTEEN- FICTION 


Hallstead, William F. John Day 
EV KRIS, AVIATION DETECTIVE $3.50 


The thrills of flying and sleuthing are combined in the stimulating occupation 
of Ev Kris, aviation detective. Sought by public and private organizations alike, each 
of Ev's assignments forms a separate story with danger and adventure the common ingre- 
dients. In one case, his investigations of a field dusting operation reveal a criminal 
saboteur; in another, his position in the sky points the finger at an elusive criminal. 
More serious missions include work for the F.B.I. and Air Force and surround the hero 
with those qualities and situations that always appeal to boys. (4/10. LC:61-8279) 


Sattley, Helen R. Dodd, Mead 
ANNIE $3 .00 


* The city of Chicago lay destitute after the horrendous tragedy of the great 
fire. Paralleling its resurgence is the story of the Rowland family's adjustment to their 
new life in America. The shattering of mother's heirloom china in moving admittedly 
seemed an ominous note, as did Fred's difficulties at school. But as the family comes to 
understand that America is composed of the contributions of all its immigrants, be they 
British, like the Rowlands, or German, like the children father protected during the fire, 
they become part of the city and learn to take from it too. We view their everday tribu- 
lations and joys through the eyes of 13 year old Annie, who grieves when sister Kate 
loses her long locks due to an unsuccessful first venture with chewing gum and cheers 
when all the neighborhood joins in the maypole dance, an old tradition which Annie ini- 
tiated. The complete picture is inviting and wholly human. (5/1. LC: 61-7390) 


Polland, Madeleine A. Doubleday 
FINGAL'S QUEST $1.95 


Fingal's quest is for Columban, his exalted and revered teacher. In his search 
the young monastic student travels through sixth-century France becoming enmeshed in the 
political and religious happenings of the day. In the magnificent Roman villa he visits 
and as a slave to a Frankish overlord, Fingal gets a close view of the tottering Roman 
culture so long embedded in Gallic life but now threatened by the continuous attacks by 
the Franks. It is Columban's goal to restore Christianity to Gaul and how he achieves 
sainthood in this mission is revealed through the adventures of Fingal. Church libraries 
may want to recommend this to their upper school students who will better understand the 
old English dialogue and tone that predominates. (5/26. LC:61-9543) 
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Robb, Esther Chapman Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
THERE'S SOMETHING ABOUT A RIVER $3 .00 





* The something about a river is the excitement a boy can have on it in the 
carefree days of summer. How disappointed Davey was to be bound by responsibility 
this summer with mother away and dad hurt in an accident. Between household chores 
and helping to run dad's boat-renting business, he anticipated some pretty cheer- 
less days. Yet how wrong he was. First there was adventuring with his new friend, 
Rodger Hall, whom Davey transformed into a top notch Coast Guardsman; then there 
was helping an old friend, Mike McGlone, the shanty boatman suspected of stealing. 
The author has based this on her own experiences on the St. Croix River. Characters 
speak informally and colloquially lending an air of authenticity to a fine tale for 
boys. (4/6. LC:61-6915) 


McGiffin, Lee Dutton 
PONY SOLDIER $3 .00 

























Devoted to the Southern cause, Cass Stevens and Gunter Morgan join the 
Rebel forces only to be captured by the Federal army and sent to a prison camp some- 
where along the Mississippi. Prison life is difficult but bearable, highlighted 
only by the rewarding sense of satisfaction the boys experience as they carefully 
plan and aid ten fellow prisoners in a successful escape. Soon after, the Rebel 
prisoners are required to join forces with their captors to fight a common, more 
deadly enemy, the Sioux Indian. It is in this battle that Cass and Gunter discover 
differences in men beyond those distinguished by uniform color, an important lesson, 
dramatically digested in the thick of disaster, and one that has pertinence to modern 
readers as well. (5/29. LC:61-9983) ‘ 


Palmer, Myron Tim Houghton Mifflin 
THE EGYPTIAN NECKLACE $2.75 


The customs and color of ancient Egypt take on form and vigor in a breath- 
less mystery set in those times. Young Ar and his friend Pta grow increasingly 
suspicious of Rham, the building overseer, on a visit to the new obelisk, designed by 
Ar's father,Pharaoh's chief architect. The boys apply methods of expert detection 
to uncover the evil plan of the jealous Rham to rob a tomb of its treasure and plant 
it within Ar's household, knowing full well that such a crime was punishable by 
death. How the ingenuity and bravery of the two boys vindicate the innocent and 
bring the guilty to justice form the plot foundation, satisfyingly climaxed by the 
Pharaoh's reward to Ar,-of the priceless Egyptian necklace. Illustrations blend with 
the era and help enrich the authentic background presented. (5/4. LC:61-5141) 


Palmer, Myron Tim Houghton Mifflin 
TREACHERY IN CRETE $2.75 


Ar and Pta continue their adventures in this sequel to The Egyptian Neck- 
lace Where the two are guests of a famous merchant family in Crete. Danger is not j 
at an end with their safe escape from Mediterranean pirates on the journey from 
Egypt to Crete. Once in the Artish household, the boys again uncover a plan of 4 
jealous villain. Cousin Haitch is out to rob his relatives of their wealth. In an 
attempt to hide the family's jewels, Ar and Pta set out on a hazardous journey 
across the island, thwarted by temporary capture. New characters make an appearance, 
and again historical color predominates, but the plot is too like the previous to 
stand fully on its own. As Ar parts with two jewels from his own valuable necklace, 
we are told that two more adventures await us in other ancient lands. We hope they 
will be distinguished by greater variation. (5/4. LC:61-9824) 
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Schneideman, Rose Dutton 
RADIO PLAYS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE TO ACT $3.95 


Here is a group of eleven plays designed for such occasions as Education Week, 
Veterans' Day, Christmas, World Children's Day, etc. In each case, there is some valuable 
teaching pertaining to brotherhood, peace or good citizenship, an introductory list of 
necessary sound effects, and a concluding pronunciation key. An opening preface to the 
cast and another to the director imparts sound advice and time-tested rules on staging 
these plays. There is enough leeway for adaptability by a flexible director, thus a play 
about New York City can change its locale and a suggested occasion can be interchanged 
for another. Children from 11 to 15 are capable of performing these and teachers in 
search of assembly programs should glean some workable suggestions from this collection. 


1 e LC: l- 8 
(5/ ? eraeey William 0. Houghton Mifflin-Vorth Star 
Illus. Harve Stein MUIR OF THE MOUNTAINS $1.95; Lib. $2.80 


William 0. Douglas imparts something of John Muir's deep attachment to nature 
primarily by quoting the great conservationist whenever possible. This non-fictionized 
biography tells of Muir's Scottish boyhood, his settlement on a Wisconsin farm where he 
first became fascinated with the wonders of the great American wilderness. Muir's 
talents lay in many directions. He was an inventor, a writer, a naturalist, an explorer. 
But his greatest talent was intangible. It lay in his ability to relate to natural 
phenomena everywhere, to find joy and satisfaction adventuring in hills and forests along 
riverbanks and mountain ranges. Those with similar experience in the outdoors will ap- 
preciate Muir's motivations. (5/2? LC:61-5633) 


North, Sterling Houghton Mifflin-North Star 
MARK TWAIN AND THE RIVER $1.95; Lib. $2.80 


* Children who have thrilled to the works of Mark Twain may recognize some 
familiar characters in his biography. For it is from his own colorful boyhood in 


Hannibal, Missouri, visiting his Uncle Dan'l or along his beloved Mississippi that Sam 
Clemens drew such immortals as Tom Sawyer, Huck Finn, Aunt Polly, and Becky Thatcher. 
This is a warm lively representation of the man, which incorporates anecdotes and ad- 
ventures of boyhood, the spirit of energetic verve that permeated his being, his golden 
years of maturity and love, and,with moving simplicity, his tragic final ones. A bio- 
graphy with vitality and charm. (5/23. LC:61-5138) 


Cooke, David C. Putnam 
JETS AND ROCKET PLANES THAT MADE HISTORY $2.50; Lib. $2.52 


The seventh book in this series by this author, here significant data is offered 
in brief paragraph form on jet and rocket planes with accompanying illustrations. The 
order follows from the first rocket propelled aircraft through the modern wonders of 
today. No attempt is made to inspire interest in the subject. A dictionary of informa- 
tion with limited audience appeal. (5/15. LC:61-8239) 


Wymer, Norman Roy-Living Biographies 
YEHUDI MENUHIN $2.50 


Norman Wymer has gathered a great deal of information about Menuhin, but no- 
where does the reader feel that this is an intimate portrait. It is rather an objective 
accounting of the life of Menuhin enlivened by photographs and the inclusion of a few 
anecdotes of his most outstanding artistic experiences. His family, overprotective and 
domineering, kept their children secluded from the public eye even after Yehudi had won 
fame. Thus as a man, he never claimed the exalted position offered him, but whether 
entertaining wartime troops or munitions workers, he exhibited a natural humility which 
identified him with other men. There is some mention of his private life, but,for the 


most part, the stress in this biography is on career with only a vague feeling for the real 


struggles that beset the artist. (5/8) 
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Treece, Henry Criterion 
Illus. Christine Price VIKING'S SUNSET $3 .50 


A rousing conclusion to the trilogy begun with Viking’s Dawn, and The 
Road to M:klagard, this takes Harald Sigurdson and his stout hearted Vikings in hot 
pursuit of the criminal Haakon Redeye who burned and pillaged the great chieftain's 
town. What Harald imagined would be a short and victorious hunt becomes a three 
year odyssey taking him through the fjords of Norway to Iceland and then on to Green- 
land where he finds the last remains of his enemy's ship. With winter a new opponent, 
the Vikings spend the months with a tribe of friendly Eskimos, and then in spring 
forge ahead to the unexplored land of the North American redmen, where they encounter 
their most dramatic adventures and greatest tattle. Written in poetic prose, this 
is substantial reading for those with a predilection for epic tales. (4/7. LC:61-7196) 


Daly, Maureen | Dodd, Mead 
SIXTEEN AND OTHER STORIES $3.00 


* Masterfully shaped, deftly molded vignettes to stimulate meditation or anger 
or delight or wistfulness, certainly some emotion. This gifted author has threaded 
her stories with a magical sense of realism, often sacrificing a happy ending for a 
vague one, a predictable for a hidden one. Whether creating a sad mood piece out of 
an enchanted night of ice skating and the heartbreak of an unfulfilled promise, or a 
provocative portrait of one girl's self realization, or a humorous vignette of a 
charming non-conformist, the author conveys with amazing tangibility, the feeling, 
aura and timbre with which she is dealing. Ostensibly intended for the sensitive 
female audience, many boys will find something satisfying in this little treasure 
too. (5/22. LC:61-16359) 


Reeder, Colonel Red Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
CLINT LANE IN KOREA $3.50 


Readers who followed Clint Lane through four years at West Point will be 
interested in the Korean stint of this stalwart Army career man. Originally sent on 
@ secret mission, Clint is given command of a company and in between duties manages 
several flights to Japan to exercise his skills on the All Star teams. But the 
central focus is on little Jim-Joe, a Korean lad, who was determined to make Clint. 
his "Papa-San". Although Clint finds a place for the boy in the Freedom School on 
the border of North and South Korea, Jim-Joe disappears with an unsympathetic uncle. 
Struggling with red tape, Clint, with the able assistance of friends, manages to 
legalize the boy's adoption and transport him to San Francisco. There are inside 
shots of Korea, but none really of authentic human beings. (5/2. LC:61-6983) 


Benary-Isbert, Margot Harcourt, Brace 
DANGEROUS SPRING $3 25 


In yet another facet of the emerging Germany, Margot Benary-Isbert has 
failed to paint a convincing picture of the Lorenz family, waiting in anxious anti- 
cipation for the conquerors, as victorious American troops approach. Buchenwald 
was just outside their village, but it is only when Karin is serving as translator 
that she hears the shocking details- and rejects her Nazi training. Her brother 
Till, educated in the Hitler Youth, awakens when his friend, Armin, an SS trooper 
assigned to Buchenwald, wants to escape- and is shot by his "comrades". Despite the 
fact that Dr. Lorenz, for purposes of safety, had sent his family to live with a 
German pastor opposed to Nazism, the Lorenz' family and the townspeople are painted 
as good Germans, though Nazi conditioned, oblivious to the horrors perpetrated, but 
waiting for their American saviours. A thoughtful reader will wonder whether this 
is something of a whitewash job, with glaring inconsistencies. (4/26. LC:61-8192) 
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Means, Florence Crannell Houghton Mifflin 
BUT I AM SARA $3.00 





Away from boarding school and Rock, her secret love, Sara believes nothing will = 


alter her depressed state. But living with her artist father in Mexico, making friends 
with the inhabitants, learning to understand the ways of household servants, combine to 
slowly encourage more hopeful attitudes. A palomino pony helps too, as do letters 
from Rock. The prospect of Rock's attending a Mexican university becomes a reality, but 
Sara's values have changed. She has a great deal more living to do before settling for 
marriage. This has interest chiefly so far as it offers a glance at the folkways and per- 
sonalities of native Mexicans. (5/? LC:61-5136) 








Sprague, Rosemary Walck 
FIFE AND FANDANGO $3.75 


Juanita de Leon, having just completed her traditional convent education, looks 
forward to her grand baile (coming out party) and dreams of gallant proposals in moonlit 
gardens. Reality holds quite another fate in store. Joseph Bonaparte has just been 
placed on the Spanish throne, the English have come to fight the French on Spanish soil, 
and the native peasants have seized the opportunity to revolt against their patrones. 
Amid this hectic scene of chaos and bloodshed, Juanita's dreams of grandeur vanish, only 
to be replaced eventually by more substantial stuff. Her home attacked, her possessions 
gone, she is given in marriage to an English major with whom a prior brief meeting had 
been memorable. With her Harry Smith, Juanita gains maturity as she is thrown into un- 
dreamed of encounters with foreigners and foreign experience, all culminating in an abiding 
and deepening love for her husband. An involved but interesting historical romance. 


(5/# LC:61-9959) 


Blatter, Dorothy Westminster 
CAP AND CANDLE $2.95 e 


* An unusual background of Turkey and the religious and superstitious traditions 
that have dominated Filiz Demir's upbringing give this story a new dimension. Filiz 
Demir's decision to enter the field of nursing after completing her undergraduate training 
and the American School in Uskadar was met with shocked disapproval by her family. But 
the tragic death of her younger sister served only to deepen her determination. Her nurse's 
training takes her to Istanbul. Disobedience to regulations and great courage lead her 
away in secret to aid the inhabitants of a friend's flooded village. After graduation, her 
assignments include a small village clinic and later a larger hospital, and everywhere she 
and her fellow workers have to cope both with disease and kismet, a sort of do-nothing 
fatalism deeply entrenched in the Turkish people. The situations she encounters, her ac- 
ceptance of some traditions, her rejection of others, mold and shape her growth in both her 
professional and personal life. Life and death, stark poverty and gaiety, intelligently 
handled here, provide sensitive young Americans with a sense of identification with young, 
realistically drawn characters. (5/15. LC:61-6765) 





Case, Elinor Westminster 
YANKEE TRAITOR: REBEL SPY $2.95 


This story of Civil War intrigue, although a product of the author's imagination 
in general plot, is nevertheless based on real events and includes real people such as the 
author's grandfather and hero of the story, Charles Castle. Suspicion of their Captain, 
Jeremiah Jones, increases with each incriminating bit of evidence Charles and his companions 
gather on their arduous trek toward the Atlanta Campaign. Meanwhile, General Hooker 
(Confederate army) has employed the espionage services of his orderly Dade Henry to deal 
with Jones and receive information. In a tense climax, Charlie captures both the Yankee 
traitor and the rebel spy only to find that the latter is his own beloved cousin of boy- 
hood summers in Atlanta. The tragedy of his cousin's death forces Charlie's confrontation 
of war's ugliness and endows a rousing tale with a potent dimension. (4/17. LC:61-5175) 
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Emery, Anne Westminster 
THE POPULAR CROWD $2.95 


On her return to high school in the fall, her renewed sense of confidence 
gave Sue Morgan the feeling that this would be the year. Distant admiration and 
envy would be a thing of the past, for this time Sue was determined to become a 
member of the elite Popular Crowd. The road to acceptance was not too difficult for 
all of the Crowd admired Sue's brother Gary, All Star football player for Ohio State, 
especially Pete, the local football hero and most eligible member of the Popular 
Crowd. Cashing in on this wedge, the miracle of Sue's membership and romance with 
Pete becomes a reality. How strange then that disturbing little doubts began to 
crop up. Doubts about losing old friends and cultivated interests, doubts about her 
waning scholastic achievements, but most serious of all moral doubts engendered by 
her cool realization of what was expected of a girl in the Popular Crowd. How Sue 
comes to grips with her values and ultimately reaches a decision, makes for provo- 
cative reading, provided one can recognize the starkly black and white character of 
the picture presented. (5/15. LC:61-6766) 


Summers, James L. Westminster 
GIFT HORSE $2.95 


Although his father's modest California ranch has the facilities, Alan 
Whitlock is not exactly pleased with his birthday present, a palomino that should 
have been &@ car. Horse sense went out with the buggy Alan believes; his mind veers 
naturally toward the mechanical. Yet in the long summer that follows, the horse 
inspires enough admiration in Alan to see him off on a summer job in order to pay 
for the animal's upkeep. Slowly, Alan becomes a horseman, and as a secondary gain, 
wins the lovely "horsewoman", Becky. At the County Fair, the palomino's talents as 
a rodeo horse are obvious and Alan finds an appropriate home for him in the show, 
while with the money he becomes a full fledged car owner. Alan's behavior and 
language is typically "cool" modern, thus he and his story should find a ready audience. 
(J. L. G.) (5/15. LC:61-5564) 


THIRTEEN TO FIFTEEN- NON-FICTION 


Joy, Charles R. Duell, Sloan & Pearce. 
YOUNG PEOPLE OF EAST ASIA AND AUSTRALIA $3.50 


* Well known for his literary efforts in strengthening mutual understanding, 
the author now concentrates his attention and ours on such crucial areas as Korea, 
Vietnam, Hong Kong, China, Indonesia and Singapore in this companion volume to Young 
People of the Eastern Mediterranean and Western Mediterranean. In intimate biogra- 
phical sketches, children from these lands tell about their families, social customs, 
activities, religions, games and schools. Many of their lives have been affected or 
entirely altered by the intense political struggles in their countries, thus we are 
allowed a glimpse of life in Communist China, from those who escaped it, and of re- 
adjustment of refugees from North Korea. The heterogeneous character of these 
cultures will undoubtedly impress American children who may be inspired to forge 
further alliance through their reading and awakened interest. The informal personal 
touch is the distinguishing factor here. (5/25. LC:61-6916) 


Falstein, Louis Farrar, Straus & Cudahy 
THE MAN WHO LOVED LAUGHTER: The Story of Sholom Aletchem $2.95 


The name Sholom Aleichem, once only of secular interest, has been brought 
to more universal awareness, as the tales of this master story-teller have become in- 
creasingly popular. Like the settings of his stories, the world in which Sholom Lived 
no longer exists. It was the world of the Russian Jewish ghetto, where life for young 
boys centered around the Cheder (school) and the word of the town Rabbi was next to 
the word of God. Although this dwells more fully on Sholom's boyhood, his family, his 
fun loving nature, the early signs of his talent, we are also given a portrait of his 
later urban years and of his ability to record the simple events and wondrous wisdoms 
of the people he knew. Here too is something of how his more familiar stories came 
to be. A substantial biography which should interest those who have enjoyed this man's 


work. (545. LC:61-8473) \ a, 
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Gray, Elizabeth Houghton Mifflin 
FRIEND WITHIN THE GATES $3 .00 
* The events of Edith Cavell's life and the polished style in which they are oe 


rendered create a most readable and poignant biography. Assembling material from conver- 
sations, letters and diaries and including liberal excerpts herein, the author has suc- 
ceeded in capturing the unique flavor and motivating forces of her heroine's nature. How 
a reserved English woman, trained in the nursing profession, was executed by the Germans 
for espionage is indeed an amazing story. Always gaining knowledge and ability in her 
art, Edith's life took her from England, her birthplace, to Belgium, the country of her 
adoption, where during the German occupation of World War I she gave vital aid to wounded 
and stranded fugitives. The tense proceedings of her trial and subsequent execution are 
especially gripping in this most worthy tribute to her heroism, by a favorite author. 
(5/2 LC:61-7727) 


Steinberg, Alfred Putnam 
DOUGLAS MACARTHUR $2.95 


"From a lifetime that reads like a unique adventure novel, he has emerged in 
his nation's history as one of its most valorous and able defenders." A detailed and 
sympathetic picture of that lifetime here stresses all the major events that led to his 
fame and acclaim. MacArthur's ability to sustain cruel hazing during his years at West 
Point is an early indication of the man's courage and tenacity more beneficially applied 
to his brave exploits during World War I. Later as Superintendent of West Point, his un- 
bending severity and discipline were the order of the day. But the hair-raising drama of 
World War II provided the real arena for the full blown application of MacArthur's bril- 
liance as a military strategist, and it is this that comprises the greater portion of his 
biography. MacArthur's controversial recall from Korea is handled with a fair degree of 
objectivity in a worthwhile account for those interested in our nation's recent history. 


(4/10. LC:61-8245) e 


Thomas, Henry Putnam 
ULYSSES S. GRANT $2.95 


A smoothly written biography of Grant in which some "scenes" are fictionized. 
The country bumpkin who entered West Point was not a born soldier; rather, his military 
talent was acquired through rigorous trial and error. The main substance of the book is 
concerned with Grant's rise during the Civil War, from his first assignments under General 
Fremont, to the Battle of Vicksburg, the storming of Missionary Ridge and Lee's last 
stand. How he ascended to the White House, the problems of his administration and his 
final struggle with disease and poverty are delineated along with a glimpse at some of the 
personal details of his life. Many will find this an interesting, often moving biography. 
(5/15. LC:61-8246) 


FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Malvern, Gladys Abelard-Schuman 
THE SECRET SIGN $3 .00 


Gladys Malvern's seventh book with a Biblical setting, this is a luxuriously 
woven first rate tale of a Roman actor and his love for the daughter of a high ranking 
Roman senator. It is also the story of Nero's heinous crimes against the Christians and 
of the latter's indomitable valor. Stephanus the actor is admired by the high courts of 
Rome for his satires in support of any popular sympathy. His cruel though unwitting ren- 
dition of Christianity inflicts a deep wound in Valeria, who is secretly devoted to the 
budding cult, a wound healed only by Stephanus' heroic attempt to save her life during 
the burning of Rome. When Nero blames the Christians for this disaster, the entire sect rs 
is arrested and tortured. How Stephanus employs his talent as an actor to save his be- 
loved, how they accomplish their hazardous escape,dramatically climax an engrossing tale 
with the accent on visual stimuli. (4/19. LC:61-7147) 
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Obruchev, Vladimir Criterion 
Illus. G. Nikolsky PLUTONIA $3.95 
































The author, one of the most outstanding Russian geologists, combines science 
fiction with authentic scientific fact in this amazing venture into the subterranean 
regions of the Pacific Arctic, undertaken by a stalwart expedition of Russian scient- 
ists. As the men probe the icy Arctic world, they soon become aware of their descent 
into a changing landscape with grass and trees and an overhanging peculiar red sun, 
which they call Pluto. The "mountain" they approach is an astounding gigantic mam- 
moth, and the terrain they penetrate is filled with astonishing prehistoric creatures. 
Fascinated by their discovery of this inner planet, now dubbed Plutonia, they forge 
ahead to further startling perplexities which challenge the core of their knowledge 
and ingenuity but with which they manage to contend. This is a most erudite adven- 
ture tale buttressed by accurate geological, biological and botanical information, 
geared for the intelligent reader. (4/28. LC:61-7197) 


Fast, Howard Crown 
APRIL MORNING $3.50 


* Within a few hours, fifteen year old Adam Cooper became a man during the 
battle of Lexington in 1775. The story is a familiar one, but as told here, shorn 
of the glamor of remembered verse, realistic, unlovely, there is a sudden awakening 
to the horror and meaninglessness and confusion of war. Superbly told, through the 
half-vision of a boy, this has a compassionate quality of stark simplicity that 
makes memorable reading for all ages. F. R. p. 229. (4/19. LC:61-10306) 


Divine, David Macmillan 
THUNDER ON THE CHESAPEAKE $4.95 


In no way a conventional or traditional story, the real heroes are the 
Monitor, and the Merrimac. How the stubborn conflicts of Stephen Knott,a Union man, 
and Linden Cleave, Confederate, are adjusted and resolved is told against the story 
of double dealing, conniving and unwavering faith of a few involved in the building 
of the two ships. F. R. p. 235. (5/8. LC:61-8108) 


Montupet, Jeanne St Martin's Press 
THE RED FOUNTAIN $4.95 


A stirring and timely historical novel backgrounded by the bloody pioneer 
days in Algeria, back in 1837, this is the turbulent story of the Vermorel family 
and of how they converted raw and unproductive acres into a harvest of wine grapes. 
It is a family saga covering three generations presided over by a matriarch of the 
old order, who demanded great sacrifice of her sons and daughters. The impact of 
the mood, the pace of the setting, the conflict throughout these years vividly re- 
captures the feel and spirit of old Algeria. F. R. p. 227 (4/47. LC:61-9060) 

f 
NON-FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS i 
McKown, Robin Dodd, Mead “ 
PIONEERS IN MENTAL HEALTH $3.25 | 


A well integrated synopsis of the achievements of such pioneers in the 
field as Philippe Pinel, William Tuke and Chiarugi, all of whom instituted asylum 
reforms and the notion of kindness and care, and Charcot, Janet and Freud, who were 
responsible for revolutionary scientific reforms. Their innovations are woven into 
the spirit and ideals of the times in a most readable account for anyone interested 
in the development of mental health. F. R. p. 251. (5/1. LC:61-11423) 
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Stehling, Kurt Doubleday 
PROJECT VANGUARD $4.50 


The history, the bitter defeats and final successes of Project Vanguard are 
here recounted by a scientist-writer attached to the project from its early days in 1955. 
The author starts with a major event, the failure of the Dec. 6th firing-and works back- 
ward to the beginning of the project. Although semi-technical in language, the book is 
happily filled with anecdotes which will make it readable to a fairly wide audience. 
F. R. p. 247. (4/21. LC:61-8906) 


Thomas, Lowell, Jr. Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
THE DALAI LAMA $3.50 


* One of the few westerners who has personally communicated with the Dalai Lama, 
Lowell Thomas Jr. has in recent years become an authority on Tibet. In this carefully 
researched portrait of the Dalai Lama, the mature reader will glean vital facts about the 
God-King of Tibet and the events of modern times. Buddhist doctrine dictates the choice 
of the Dalai Lama and we learn how the present ruler assumed his role. The God-King's 
brilliant exposure of Mao's puppet Panchen Lama, the communist invasion of Tibet, the 
Dalai Lama's dramatic escape through the Himalayas, even an authenticated intellectual 
argument between the Dalai Lama and Chou-En-Lai comprise a small portion of this fasci- 
nating story. Wherever possible, Mr. Thomas has reported excerpts and anecdotes from his 
own Tibetan travels enriching a keen and interesting biography. (4/7. LC:61-7992) 


Falcon-Baker, Capt. Ted McKay 
1600 YEARS UNDER THE SEA $4.95 


Episodes ashore and afloat enliven this account of the explorations of the lost 
city of Epidauros undertaken by the author, his wife and a host of helpers for Yugoslavia. 
After their first find, a dead horse, the ancient treasures come to light and the experiment 
proved most successful. The excitement of the discoveries, the mounting of the expedition, 
the obstacles encountered make this a worthy companion to previous books. Illustrated. 


F.R. p. 248. (4/2k. LC:61-7990) 


Ames, Sophia Ripley Rand McNally 
NKRUMAH OF GHANA $3.50 





This book is a gesture of confidence in the world-mindedness of young people, 
in their maturity of approach and breadth of interest. We hope this is not misplaced, / 
and that this really significant study of one of the key figures in the emerging nations 
will be as widely read as it deserves. At no point is it written down to the presumed 
level of youth. While more is told of his childhood and early education years than might 
be done in an adult biography, the focus is on the years of struggling to reach the goal 
he early envisioned- freedom for Ghana. It is almost too detailed in tracing successive 
steps, success less often than setbacks, with ultimate achievement. Perhaps the most 
important part of the book is the careful and objective handling of these ticklish first 
years of freedom - of the dangers of autocracy and divergence from the democratic processes 
and of choosing to do the things that might seem window dressing (such as the new harbor ) 
instead of attacking the needs of the people at the grass roots (water for the villages 
instead of highways). But in the main this is a book to recommend to adults as well as 
young people. (3/20. LC:61-10619) 
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PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES OF TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


160 (J-88) Price, Olive- THE PHANTOM REINDEER- from 3/27 to 4/8 (Coward-McCann) 

163 (J-91) Buehr, Walter- THE WORLD OF MARCO POLO- from 3/30 to 4/24 (Putnam) 

165 (J-93) Colby, C.B.- NIGHT PROPLE- from 3/27 to 4/2 (Coward-McCann) 

216 (J-102) Erratum: Schlein, Miriam- AMUNY, BOY OF OLD EGYPT- Thea Dupays is the 
illustrator, not Brian Wildsmith as originally scheduled. (Abelard-Schuman) 

225 (J-111) Froman, Robert- THE NERVE OF SOME ANIMALS- from 4/26 to 5/17 (Lippincott) 
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ONE MUST BOOK 


May 19 


Stegner, Wallace Viking 
A SHOOTING STAR $5.00 


* Immensely readable, provocative, challenging, if not always wholly credible- 

this is Stegner's most mature and rewarding book. From his early novellas- to his 

| short stories- to Big Rock Candy Mountain and Second Growth, Stegner has given evi- x 

dence of a major talent. A Shooting Star is full justification for those who have 
watched what has certainly not been a meteoric career. It was worth waiting for. 
Some will feel that it is a subject- and a handling- that would have been expected 
from a Rebecca West, perhaps, rather than a Wallace Stegner. For the central figure 
is a woman, Sabrina Castro, rich, tantalizing rather than beautiful, at the end of 
her tether in a marriage that holds seemingly no love and little affection. Ina 
slow spiral of disintegration she goes down through various stages of infidelity and 
dissipation, always battling with her own New England conscience and her agonized 
need to be wanted and loved. The story is set against the isolation of great wealth 
in the Peninsula section below San Francisco- and the neighboring suburban develop- 

@ ments - and against Sabrina's vacuity of heritage and background is highlighted the 

' content and satisfaction of a childhood friend, serene in her middle-class suburban 
home. It is a compassionate but never sentimentalized handling, which, perhaps, 
will touch women's sensibilities rather than men's. June Literary Guild. (LC:61-7037) 





And Three For Your Attention 


eee 


A first rate woman's novel by Phyllis Brett Young- GIFT OF TIME (Putnam); a timely 
novel with a Congo setting by Charles Mercer, (also Putnam); an unusual achievement 
in NO FLOWERS FOR A CLOWN by Stanley Noyes (Macmillan); and a good adventure tale, 
better. told than most, by David Dodge, CARAMBOLA (Little, Brown). See following 
sections. for. the reports. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS- Fiction 
| April 3 | 
f Raphael, Frederic Lippincott 
THE LIMITS OF LOVE $4.95 

The Lippincott Prize novel is Mr. Raphael's third, and it focusses at some 


| length if with consistent interest on an Anglo-Jewish family from 1945 on. Although 
the author intends this particularized sphere to be representative of the human 
. community in general, still the condition of being a Jew is predominant and provides 
the breakaway from one generation which belongs too much, to the next which seems to 
belong nowhere. In detail, this deals with the Adler family of Cricklewood- the 
® parents who have their delicatessen and home gefillte with the traditional folkways 
of Jewish life. In greater detaiY, it deals with their three children: Susan, who 
married the Communist Ben; Colin, an architect, who settles for (but eventually 
chafes at) a protected job and somewhat better class suburb; and finally Julia, the 
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youngest, who falls in love with Paul Riesman- Paul, who goes through the Jew-baiting 

of a Christian public school, on to Cambridge, on to write, and who cannot quite accept 

the painful lesson of Jewishness he learned- enough to hand it down to another generation... g 
If much of this is not new - the portrait of just this kind of Jewish family life, the 

"limits" (here intended as "limitations") of love as the Jew tries to find acceptance in 
himself, in the world, still it is handled with substance, insistence and conviction. 


(LC:61-5995) 














April 15 


Stewart, J. I. M. Norton 
THE MAN WHO WON THE POOLS $3.95 


Phil Tombs, an electrician from (not at) Oxford, is subjected to an assortment 
of experiences when he wins a quarter of a million pounds in the pools, heads for London 
and is exposed to a variety of snubs, solicitations and chances. He picks up undergrad 
Peter, Mark Thickthorne of freakish actions, Mr. Prendick and his alluring niece Jean; 
he undergoes an indoctrination in off color entertainment by fast working crooks; he gets 
to see the contrast between the rooted Thickthornes and the snobbism of the Prendick 
houseparty; he is jilted by Jean. And through the Thickthornes he is on his way to making 
practical use of his money and greater opportunities to extend his education. This progress 
of an intelligent young worker goes an antic way for a sharp survey of social and financial 
worlds and has its fun en route. (LC:61-8780) 





April 21 
The Saturday Evening Post— Eds. of Doubleday 
THE SATURDAY EVEWING POST STORIES: 1961 $3.50 
This is the editors' annual selection of representative stories from the rs 
Satevepost’s past year. There are 16 short stories here and two "novelettes" - The Hands 


of Cormac Joyce, by Leonard Wibberley and The Captain's Lady, by Paul Horgan, both parts 
of novels. The collection includes some familiar Post names: Ray Bradbury, Pearl S. Buck, 
Robert Standish, Geoffrey Household, Don Tracy, and some newcomers. The stories are 
varied in style and content though all exhibit a gloss of workmanship - which doesn't 
always conceal some flimsy material. The best stories include: Swindler in the Fam:ily, 
an exposure of oneupmanship among Englishmen in the tropics; The Girl from Mayo in which 
@ young man meets the test of heroism; Ray Bradbury's The Drummer. Boy of Shiloh; Geoffrey 
Household's speculations on the existence of the lost continent of Atlantis; Organizat:on 
W:fe in which a young woman's honesty defeats the "system"; and Robert Traver's descrip- 
tion of a secret fishing spot. Possibly the high point of the collection is taken from 
Paul Horgan's A Distant Trumpet. The Satevepost’s market is definable even if the market 
for short stories is not. 


April 24 


Corbett, Elizabeth Appleton-Century-Crofts 
HIDDEN ISLAND $3.95 


Edith Sewell grows up in the exclusive, decorous, gracious sphere of money and 
social prominence in New York during the '30's, but her first exposure to the romantic 
attentions of a young Englishman leads to a rebuff. After a bout of pneumonia, she goes 
to convalesce, physically and emotionally, on the Maine island where a Paul Stafford is 
managing her brother's estate. Although she first thinks of him as a "kind of super hired 
man", she later falls in love with him- only to learn that he has a record of embezzlement 
and an avid first wife. Since marriage is now unthinkable, she turns to Stewart Anderson, . 
less exciting, but still offering more of a future than the "man with a past"... A teatable ® 
type, and about as subdued as the Huntley & Palmers which are always served- unless it 
might be Peak Freans. Ladylike (viz. prim). (LC:61-10703) 
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April 26 


Goulet, Robert Braziller 
THE VIOLENT SEASON $4.50 


This first novel presents a raw, raging picture of French Canadian lumbering 
life, from the jacks in the camps to the women at home, from the Catholic priesthood 
to the promoters of brothels. It is spring and the men are due in from the logging 
camps and the small town of La Buche is ready for them with a whole new settlement of 
whores, masquerading as workers in a rosary bead factory. When Les Dames de la Grace 
learn the truth, the prospect of a charivari (one 13 years earlier had burned the 
house, the women and the men with them) tantalizes and arouses them and M. le Cure 
moves fast to prevent its occurrence. But the murder of the telephone operator, the 
imminent death of young Claude Gauthier, and vengeance on the owner of the brothel 
set the women off and the result is a holocaust that does not wholly purge. Untamed 
in its view of religion without love, of the pettiness of the bourgeoisie, of self 
deception and hypocrisy, this flays not only the inhabitants of La Buche but the 
reader's sense of literary license, and some of its "horrid details" (to quote Robert 
Graves) will surely offend. Its vigor and sincerity however have their values. 


(LC:61-9960) (Q) 
April 28 


Mills, Carley Coward-McCann 
A NEARNESS OF EVIL $3.95 


A tabloid type of case is not quite up to the (publisher) comparison with 
Compulsion, or An Anatomy cf Murder, but still there are enough shockables to whet 
a certain kind of interest- which is certainly held- in the story of Bobby Randall, 
a homosexual, Neal, one of his young men, and Diane, his daughter- who became Neal's 
wife. Alfie Fischer, a childhood friend and later lawyer, records the unhealthy 
annals here which begin with Bobby Randall's protected and indulged childhood as the 
only son of the tremendously wealthy Bella Rindshauer; his change of name - and pace- 
as he attempted to break in high society; his on again, off again, marriage to the 
pretty, tractable Florence; and the child of that marriage, Diane, who grew up as 
extravagant- and decadent- as her father, and whose violent death led to the trial 
("a terrible fairy tale") of the man they both had shared. Fischer's handling of 
the case, both in the courtroom and here, subdues the more flagrant features, and if 
there's no real improvement value, there's the readability which curiosity alone 
assures. (LC:61-5425) (Q) 


May 1 


Prescott, John B. Dodd, Mead 
LION IN THE HILLS $3.50 


In the Coconino Nathional Forest of Arizona 15 year old Alec Temple arrives 
at new levels of meaning when he is permitted to keep a lion cub whose mother hunter 
Sam Fellows has shot. With his father, the new District Ranger, keeping him at a dis- 
tance, and Sam not persuading him that Rusty will not grow up tamed, the cub becomes 
his whole world even when summer tourists believe him a threat. But when a canyon 
fire strikes, his father's need for him helps to break the barrier and Rusty's escape, 
although accepted, must be proved to have worked out all right. After the winter, 
Alec and Sam are speeded in their search for him with the hiring of another hunter to 
kill Rusty, and the race - to find the young lion and save him from death. Rusty 
found - and freed, Alec achieves an adult understanding of compassion for his father, 
for Sam - and Rusty. A lot of outdoors here for a boy and animal story that steers 
clear of sentimentality and that is simple in its youth-age antagonisms and relation- 
ships. A good bet as a family story. (LC:61-9125) 
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May 3 


Young, Phyllis Brett Putnam r 4 
GIFT OF TIME $3.95 


* Karen Whitney has been married, happily, for 21 years to Rick; they live in 
the very wealthy Toronto suburb- Rowanwood; her girls are grown- and away, and she now 
faces an unreasonable but very real dissatisfaction with her life as it is. Her day here 
begins with the arrival of the new carpet which, while it represents all she has achieved 
materiaily, also negates the pleasure it should bring. It also starts with the delivery 
of three letters which not only threaten to disturb the past but the future just ahead; 
one from a former beau which revives an unfinished romance- before her marriage; one from 
her doctor- suggesting the routine check-up she now fears; and one for Rick- which may 
involve their leaving Rowanwood, beginning again ina smail town. Back and forward, in 
time, this daybook is filled with the commonplaces of a domesticated, well-bred world, 
with insights and intimations which have a tremendous recognition value. And there is 
just enough grace to enhance as well as reflect- so that women (and women only) will find 
the likeness infinitely pleasing. 





Mayfield, Julian Vanguard 
THE GRAND PARADE $4.95 


A hardhitting, more substantial,novel widens its inquiry into the facts of city 
life from the number rackets of The Hit, the Harlem slums of The Long Night, into all the 
sorespots, social, racial and political which constitute the shame of our cities. It is 
a bigger book, but not necessarily a better book. All kinds of people are used in this 
portrait of Gainesboro, a reflection of the times, "fat, sleek and satisfied", but now 
facing the ugliest issue of the day- integration. There's Douglas Taylor, its Mayor, an 
amateur, and liberal at first, now with great political ambitions; Tully Cain, a news- > 
paperman, and a threat to his future; Lonnie Banks, a Negro, expelled from the Party, and 
Randolph, his brother, "Mister Big Spool"- the Councilman, who has avoided Lonnie's conta- 
mination, but has his own troubles; Lew Harris, head of a local hate group; Hank Dean, a 
misfit in search of a cause; the chairman of the local chapter of the League of Women 
Voters; a whore; etc., etc. All these appear in The Grand Parade prior to the inevitable 
violence from which Taylor can emerge- a "hero or a heel"... A blockbuster of a book has 
much of the energy of an expose, which it is, and the type-casting and set-up situations 
of the more "popular" type of book, which it may well be. Still, it does suffer from its 
a. * aii there is not necessarily a safety in numbers- interest is dissipated. (LC: 

1-5233 





May 8 


Mercer, Charles Putnam 
PILGRIM STRANGERS $4.50 


Only in Rachel Cade (still Mercer's best book in this reader's opinion) did 
Charles Mercer share his love affair with Africa. That story was set in the region of 
the Mountains of the Moon; Pilgrim Strangers is given an immediacy by its Congo background. 
And again the whites in the district are medical missionaries. The substance here is ex- 
citing and vital - picturing the challenge posed when the whites must leave, even if they 
are Americans who have served a lifetime for the Africans. But the manner of the telling 
robs it of some of its authenticity, as it purports to be a ll-year ol¢ narrating the story. 
Not only is it unconvincing that Melissa could sustain the record, but it suggests a much 
more searching penetration of the psychological aspects than would be possible even for an 
observant youngster to sense and convey. Granted this weakness, one must grant also the 
appreciation of a growing sense of Africa, as it might well have been experienced by the 
three kids; their hero worship of their father, a flier dedicated to helping those who 
needed it; their reluctance in yielding their preconceptions of what missionaries would be 
like- and accepting them for what they were; even their slow growing conviction that there 
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was a God- and that faith had its merits. The romance, forwarded by the children, 
between their father and the teacher at the mission station, provides a predictable 
but warmly human factor. But the importance of the book lies in the picture it 
gives of the grave problem that is the Congo today. (LC:61-8347) 


May 8 


Raven, Simon Simon & Schuster 
DOCTORS WEAR SCARLET $3.95 


A third in the line-up of hollow and tainted men (Feathers of Death- and 
Brother Cain) this again uses a sharply institutional background (the Army earlier; 
Cambridge now) for its portrait of a misfit- Richard Fountain, who believes himself 
to be impotent. Anthony Seymour, who first knew him at public school, and who had 
once witnessed the clean-minded, conventional, somewhat self-righteous boy display 
an unexpected, vicious streak, tells his story now, after renewing Fountain's ac- 
quaintance at Cambridge where he had become the protege of Walter Goodrich, his 
Senior Tutor, and been jockeyed by Goodrich into an "understanding" with his lumpish 
daughter, Penelope. Looking for liberation, Fountain takes off for Greece to extend 
his research into Minoan rites; some months later, through an Inspector, Tyrrel, and 
Fountain's friend, Piers Clarence, Anthony has every reason to believe that he is 
seriously in trouble. With Piers, and another, Anthony goes to Greece to find him, 
the victim of a woman who has cured him of his earlier trouble but caused a greater 
"sickness"- vampirism. Her death does not release him from the contagion of this 
possession, and though they bring him back alive- to Cambridge, it is there that 
they face the moral and sado-sexual implications of his corruption but are unable to 
prevent its disastrous backlash.... While many of these "deplorable" activities are 
also unbelievable, Raven, a smooth and facile writer, doctors evil with malice and. 
does not overlook the voyeur potential- in his readers. (LC:61-5846) 


May F712 of. 


Temple, Willard Crown 
GIVE If BACK TO THE LEMON GROWERS $3.50 


Willard Temple's last novel Everyday is Sunday (1959) was soap-opera fiction 
populated by cliche characters. This novel works in the same vein but it shows more 
superficial skill and more imagination. Primarily the situation involves a re-zoning 
battle in a small town but the author manages to stretch a basic, easily comprehensible, 
struggle into a series of complications that are recognizable and, on a certain level, 
entertaining. Sam Gillespie, big-time financier, comes to the sleepy California town 
of San Manuel determined to "develop" it. He is opposed by the town's major influence, 
dowager-type, Hester Fay. The battle seesaws and is almost decided by George Pringle, 
a refugee from New York who likes San Manuel the way it is but realizes that a fight 
against “progress” is a losing battle. His deciding vote goes to Sam. Hester Fay 
loses- but her niece wins Sam's assistant, who is converted to San Manuel-isms. 
Actually Sam loses too: an earthquake demolishes his plans. The status quo is restored 
though Pringle is resigned to future alterations. (LC:61-10303) 


May 15 


Charles, Gerda Knopf 
THE CROSSING POINT $4.50 


Leo Norberg, rabbi of a suburban London synagogue, is a youngish man of 
wit, humanity and learning. He is also a lonely man anxious to marry, yet aware that 
he is conditioning this by looking for the sort of wife he is not apt to find in the 
milieu in which he lives. When Leo finally finds Sarah Gabriel, he rejects her be- 
cause of her family background (a fanatic, egotistical father) and because he needs 
social approval. Yet when he becomes engaged to Lilli, a smart, attractive, efficient 
woman, he knows that he has betrayed himself and made an irrevocable mistake. Sympa- 
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thetic and interesting as Leo is, it is the picture of London middle-class Jewry that 
provides the real eye opener. And, paradoxically, because these people and their way of 
life are hardly novel, but exactly like their American counterparts of thirty-five or e 
forty years ago (the time lag of a country that is only beginning to experience the up- 
ward social mobility so typical of America), this unwittingly gives the novel an old- 
ane} air reinforced by the author's solid, almost nineteenth century, style. (LC: 
1-1087 


May 12 


Noyes, Stanley Macmillan 
NO FLOWERS FOR A CLOWN $4.50 


A fine first novel, with a rodeo background so vivid and authentic that against 

it the somewhat literary figure of the Doomed Clown, Shelly Foreston, gains what is rare 
for any myth- a whole new life. Shelly's story is told by Moose Gattling, an ex-bull- 
dogger. Moose first sees Shelly scared, bucked off by a rodeo bronc, and he is later 
saved in the ring from a Brahma bull by Shelly. As Moose drifts with Shelly and his 
friends from rodeo to rodeo, he watches Shelly, who had left a good family to become a 
great bronc-rider, as he is slowly eclipsed by his far greater talents in the dangerous 
profession of rodeo clown. Shelly's proper home town girl leaves him; he is seduced by 
the wife of a vicious professional rider, and earns the enmity of most of his friends. 
At the end, alone, still aspiring, Shelly (his skull fractured by Cliff) puts on a great 
performance in an ape costume, but is fatally thrown from his last Brahma bull.... While 
story and background are used for maximum symbolic effect, they also- to a unique degree- 
capture the smells, sounds, work, danger and character of rodeo life. The characters are 
all absolutely, laconically, real. Short of joining a rodeo, this book is as good a way 
as any of entering the professional cowboy's tough, fascinating ingroup. (LC:61-8109) 


May 17 


Dodge, David Little, Brown 
CARAMBOLA: A Novel of Pursuit $3.95 


* Holland, an engineer with a migratory career- after the few months of marriage 

_ to Marsha 18 years before in Peru, discovers the daughter of that marriage- Micaela- on a 

beach in Cannes, finds Marsha married again (or so she thinks) to Magill, an "importer", 
now in hiding in Spain after a justified murder. In the hopes of getting Marsha- and 
Micaela, back, and to free Micaela from any obligation to Carlos, an arrogant hidalgo who 
has promised to get Magill out of Spain, Holland goes after Magill- finds him in hiding in 
the Barcelona Barrio, buys his passage to freedom. But the initial plan for a getaway is 
fouled up; they reach Andorra and the protection of a Baron's house where Magill almost 
dies; Carlos too pursues them and proves that "a Spaniard.. is the worst enemy a man can 
have"; and finally there is the dangerous crossing of the High Corniche before Magill's 
safety is assured and Holland gets his answer.... A fresh use of that Household fixture- 
the manhunt- this traffics in human contraband, tangles its loyalties and provides a sleek 
entertainment. (LC:61-5744) 


May 18 


Erlanger, Michael Atheneum 
SILENCE IN HEAVEN $4.00 


Science fiction, morality play and bitterly funny satire are mixed in this 
strange, unique book. One morning, a sigh swept across the world and the earth shrivelled; @ 
all life ceased. To the hermit, who had left civilization 17 years before to learn to \ 
Exist, it at first made little difference. But presently, curious, he walks across the 
withered world to find a latrine wall still standing and "Call Rosetta" is pencilled on 
both entrances. Living nearby, he finds Rosetta, a pleasant old whore. Together they find 
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an old Jack Carson type salesman who shows them the underground mortuary of King 

Got, the car czar, where mummied families, after a lifetime on wheels, were buried in 
special funerary cars. Here, as earlier, there are marvelous spiels and satires on 

a@ super-machine age. Presently they encounter a girl who, with Rosetta, sets off 

to find the mate that can give life to her and to the earth, and they wander across 
the bone-heaps of Europe- an unforgettable spectacle of unaging scarecrows, still 
arguing, questioning, amid desolation. And, one night, the sigh comes again-- thunder 
and rain fall, the earth begins to turn green; the young girl is pregnant- and the 

old ones try to teach her how to manage the creativity they have found only in wisdom... 
It is a dry, strange, splendid tale- its parades of civilization shockingly funny, 
and its silent, bony scenery awesome. (LC:61-6743) 


May 18 


Higham, David Little, Brown 
A TRIP TO PARNASSUS , $3.95 


A semi-satiric safari begins with a Cabinet Minister's personal discovery 
and public praise of an unknown poet, Ambrose Lewis, and launches the search for the 
man whose only volume of verse had appeared a few years ago- and is now out of print. 
Only Conan Williams, a former newspaperman, his drinking companion and his disciple, 
knows that Ramsay Macdonald Jones (Ambrose Lewis), a frequenter of dockside public 
houses, had drowned- by misadventure. The hunt for Lewis continues- in the press, by 
his publishers, by the woman who had loved him- a novelist- Cordelia, and Conan, not 
one to overlook the opportunity, assumes his identity and sustains the hoax until the 
final terminus- at a publisher party.... Sometimes indelicate, sometimes outlandish, 
this has some moments of humor as it ticks off the ignis fatuis of talent and fame- 
but at best it's a literary jape of a rather special appeal. (LC:61-8067) 


May 22 


Lambert, Christine Atheneum 
THE BALL $4.95 


Emma Starr Fleury, 60, has only six months to live (leukemia). Alone with 
her thoughts, and they incline toward regret and resignation rather than fear or 
protest, she looks back on the lacunae in her life: the arranged marriage, at the 
expense of the man she loved- Adam, to a Count who provided every amenity but no 
real feeling; her childlessness; and her retreat from any more passionate involvement. 
Now, in the face of death, she becomes less passive and encourages- in others- the 
attachments she has shirked: the romance of her niece; an extramarital experience for 
her secretary; and finally, importing from America Adam's daughter- he is dead- she 
tries to secure for her all she has missed in life.... A susceptible situation is 
handled without subtlety, but with expansive- not effusive- sentiment and sympathy, 
and the Riviera background lends a tone of ease and elegance. The available audience 
will be women. (LC:61-6744) 


May 24 


de Thassy, Eugene McKay 
TWELVE DEAD GEESE $4.75 


Paul Bard, fleeing Russian occupied Hungary with twelve dead geese has 

only the money from their sale in the black market to live on in Paris where he dreams 
life will be romantic, successful and filled with delights. Reality is different, 

he cannot get a work permit but he makes a kind of living from typing and he achieves 
@ quick notoriety when he spends a night with Mme. La Baronne and she stages a de- 
monstration against her landlord. His Aunt Caroline arrives with her two sons and 
Paul is caught up in a life of adapting to his relatives' quick changes of behavior 
as money gets scarcer and their domestic arrangements become more complicated. The 
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Baroness flits in and out, Paul's rooming house is evacuated over the affair of the 

toilets, he finishes the book he is writing, and, with its acceptance by a publisher, 

he determines to go to America. But Aunt Caroline's farewell party uses up all his ® 
money and he is back at the rooming house - with the last of the money from the geese. 

A farrago of incidents in which living with poverty is accomplished with some elegance, 

spirits are volatile, behavior chameleon and farce accompanies a youthful adventuring. 
(LC:61-10273) 


May 25 


Ross, Russell Dutton 
THE SOUND $3.95 


This is a first novel about the decline and fall of a jazz musician written 
with considerable skill and obvious knowledge of the dramatic subject of jazz. It's told 
from the point of view of Bernie Rich, a musician, classically schooled, who is basically 
an outsider to the major influence of his life - the music, the "sound" of the trumpet 
player, Red Travers. Travers is a composite, end product of all the great trumpeters and 
like them he is an innovator, known only to the coterie, though his influence is widely 
felt. The story is also about the education of Bernie Rich - his role in Traver's small 
group, the evolution of his style, his brotherly affair with Travers' white mistress, the 
shuttling back and forth across the country at Red's whim, and his eventual realization 
that he could never master the essence of Travers' music because Travers' world was beyond 
his experience. Rich is white, middle class, and middle class in his attitudes and playing. 
Unlike Travers his music does not represent the sum total of his life; it cannot be greater 
than he is, neither can he be destroyed by it. His experiments in heroin, in imitation of 
Travers, can't help his music and prove to be a fiasco. Finally Travers is killed ina 
Harlem brawl and Rich ends up in Hollywood, musical director for a movie studio, conscious 
of his total gains and losses. It's a convincing story, with a legitimate point to make, 
and unquestionably it would be of interest to the fans of jazz fiction. (LC:61-11014) ® 


McMurtry, Larry Harper 
HORSEMAN, PASS BY $3.50 


A simply told, warm, rather melancholy tale of changing times in the small ranch 
country of Texas. On old-time cowboy Grandad's ranch, old and new generations are uneasily 
mixed. Second wife Grandma complains and listens to the radio; her vicious son is obsessed 
with town, cars and women. Lonnie, his grandson by the first marriage, likes Grandad, the 
land, life and its people, but is restless and lonely and ambiguously drawn to the easy- 
going Negro woman, Helmea, who is the real mother of the household. Many tensions erupt 
and when Helmea is raped by one of the men (a terrible, pitiful scene), she leaves and the 
household collapses. The cattle, infected, are shot and buried by bulldozers and the old 
man, too, dies inside. Lonnie, at loose ends, goes off to the rodeo and returns to find 
Grandad in a ditch, terribly injured, later to be shot in a "mercy killing". Lonnie, 
finding that the old way of life is lost, sets out to drift... The isolation and the homely, 
tangible beauty of small ranch life removes the taint of melodrama from this tale. The 
people (especially Helmea), the country, the cattle are real. Grandad's way of life is 
ve a can only be killed violently- so that it is a fitting end that he meets. (LC: 

al 


Marchant, William Random House 
GONDOLIER $3.95 


So that his parents may not know what he is writing, Lucio Maniscalco, a young 
Venetian gondolier, composes his life story in English. It is in part the story of Lucio's 
devotion to his brother Silvestre and his sacrifice to aid Silvestre in seeking vengeance @ 
on the family that killed their grandfather. Mixed with this plot is the story of Lucio's 
love for Carol, an American girl, and his plans to use her good offices to get him to America. 
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As we learn from Carol's notes appended to Lucio's story he was apprehended by the 

police and given a two year sentence for being an accomplice to a murder. Carol * 
plans to wait for him. The rather peculiar English of this first person narrative 

while adding to the authenticity becomes monotonous. Also the story does not seem 

believable, although one suspects it is based on fact. The incidentals relating 

the lives of gondoliers are interesting, but the book as a whole is not. (LC:61-7260) 


May 25 


Loomis, Edward : Vikin, 15 
THE HUNTER DEEP IN SUMMER $3 a 


John Bridges, in his middle years, takes a look at his life and finds it 
lacklustre. His years as a trial lawyer in Los Angeles have brought him material 
success but no enduring satisfaction; his once passionate, if equable, marriage to 
Christine is childless. In the small town of Albo, he hopes to find some incentive 
for his rather shapeless existence, and fulfill a broader social obligation, by 
taking on an unpopular case- the defense of two Indian boys with a record of drinking 
and stealing, now charged with murder. Still- it is not enough; nor is the casual 
affair with the discontented wife of the prosecuting attorney; and as he goes on 
alone to look for the answers in black and white- he finds only the gray monotone of 
compromise, in himself as elsewhere..... A quizzical and reasonably thoughtful recon- 
naissance of the dustier reaches of a man's life- which, like Bridges', is not al- 
together satisfying or for that matter ingratiating. Still, it is honest, and while 
it prods it does not placate. (LC:61-10442) ss 


May YT &/13 


Telfer, Dariel Simon & Schuster 7% 
THE GUILTY ONES $475 4 


Joe and Edie Baker run a lunchroom in California. They are about 30, but 
seem older, steady, anxious to be successful and respected. This is no longer possible 
when they take in Lorie, Edie's fifteen year old sister with a semi-delinquent record. 
And she meets Ken, a rich boy with an alcoholic, temperamental mother, who has been 
releasing his resentments by stealing, and who now falls in love with Lorie. He gives 
her a jade pendant- and asks her to hide a gun, both stolen. Joe too has fallen in- 
sanely in love with Lorie; he rapes her; sees the jade pendant; suspects its source 
and threatens to turn Ken in. Lorie, accidentally, shoots him with Ken's gun, and 
though Joe, dying, takes the blame, the book ends with everyone about to accept their 
own guilt.... This is a much better-than-average paper-back type of book, and though 
the plot tends to develop the characters, rather than vice versa, it is fast and 
readable and commendably skillful. Dariel Telfer's last book was The Caretakers. 


CEREMENTS AND CEREBRATIONS | 


May 12 


Mathieson, Theodore Simon & Schuster 
THE DEVIL AND BENJAMIN FRANKLIN $3.50 


Incorporating much of Benjamin Franklin's life at 28 this combines his 
work on his newspaper, his activities with the Junto, his marriage and friends, in a | 
hunt for the Devil, whose cloven hoof mark signs murders. Using his basic common- 
sense, Ben is able to get the truth about the Magnus family, to learn the facts about 
the disappearance of his helper, to dispel the curse that Magnus has laid on him, to 
eradicate dark ignorance, and, as public investigator, to bring forth the proof of 
the human hands behind the terror. An ingenious mystery, this exercises its historical 
characters smartly. (LC:61-5842) 
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May 15 


Macdonald, Ross Knopf 
THE WYCHERLY WOMAN $3 .50 


Lew Archer, with whom suspicion is an occupational hazard, finds his client, 
Homer Wycherly, is a handful when he gets moving on the disappearance of Homer's daughter, 
Phoebe. Tracking down libelous letters and the wandering Mrs. Wycherly, Archer pretty 
well covers the California coast, uncovers blackmail and shady real estate transactions, 
and turns up an assortment of possible suspects for more than one murder. Solid. (LC:61- 


10295) 
May 19 


Dean, Spencer Doubleday 
CREDIT FOR A MURDER $2.95 


A compulsive shoplifter offers the first piece of a rather involved puzzle to 
Don Cadee, store detective for Fifth Avenue's fashionable Ambletts. And the murder of 
Giassware's junior executive implicating the department's buyer, a wealthy customer, an 
off-beat songstress, leads Cadee through a plot to rob the store's Christmas salaries. 


The pace is fast but does not disguise ‘the fact that Cadee's clues are highly manufactured. 


(LC:61-9206) 
May 24 


Alexander, David Lippincott 
BLOODSTAIN $2.95 


A versatile writer of suspense here turns his lens on a town in the Deep South 
where survivals, kin to the KKK, (Night Riders in this case) complicate a situation in 
which Marty Land, New York criminal attorney, famous for getting off hopeless cases, is 
summoned as a representative for the League for Legal Rights. Land was unprepared for 
the presumed murderer being condemned in advance by superstition, prejudice and ignorance. 
Threats and violence dogged his footsteps; he suffered more hurts to pride than to body; 
but in the end he ferreted out the truth. Fast pace and some rather unusual quirks of 
development. (LC:61-8685) 


May 25 ; 


Howard, James A. Dutton 
THE BULLET-PROOF MARTYR $2.95 


Paul Kenneth Kane, hired to produce the best public image of William Able 
Wright, knows how despicable his private life is and his explanation of Kane killing Able 
reveals, for the police, how such an execution came about. For Wright is in Illinois for 
@ rabble rousing, a crusade of bigoted anti-internationalism, and the events of which he 
is a part are the means by which Kane's bought loyalty comes apart. A rough revelation 
of the patterns of hypocrisy and mastery, this delivers the shocks. (LC:61-5512) 


van Gulik, Robert Harper 
THE CHINESE GOLD MURDERS $3.50 


Judge Dee, a magistrate and Chinese detective, was introduced to the American 
public in 1959 in The Chinese Bell Murders, heralded as a literary oddity and an extra- 


ordinarily successful recapturing of the ancient Chinese mores. The Judge was an historical 


person, a statesman of the T'ang dynasty, who lived from A.D. 630 till 700. van Gulik, a 
diplomat and an authority on Chinese sources, has closely adhered to the techniques of 
Chinese detective stories, weaving three cases into his pattern, and producing at one and 


the same time an extraordinarily modern adventure story, redolent of the mood and character 
of its ancient Chinese setting, where a brothel on a boat, a were - tiger, a haunted temple 


could all be accepted as authentic. (LC:61-7596) 
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ONE MUST BOOK 


April 24 





Lederer, William J. Norton 
A NATION OF SHEEP $3.95 





Co-author with Eugene Burdick of The Ugly American, Lederer here supplies 
some of the evidence behind the stories in that impressive and frightening record of 
American diplomacy and foreign aid in operation in southeast Asia. This is an ap- 
palling indictment on every level:- governmental - military - diplomatic - economic - 
operational. The press and other media of communication do not escape. But in final 
analysis, the blame is the gullibility, the apathy, the indifference of the great 
American public - "the nation of sheep". We are fed misinformation, by government, 
by the press. We are headline readers - and fail to read through to the kernel of 
the news wrich able correspondents may have cloaked in hearsay and indirection. In 
this book, Lederer reveals the kinds of frauds we have swallowed whole:- the Laos 
| fraud, the facts we are not told about Formosa, about Korea, about Thailand. We like 
to think that people are enjoying a better life because our millions have been 
| poured into their lands- so we are told that is so. We don't hear about the graft 
| and greed at top level, the untouched poverty at the base; we don't hear about dis- 
satisfaction with the governments we support, about the fallacy of reasoning related 
to the foreign student program, the deliberate lies fed us under guise of translation 
of interviews. Government for almost a decade by misinformation, no information, 
secrecy where it cloaked inadequacies, has produced gigantic waste and mismanagement 
of our foreign aid program. Unless we, the people, insist on a change, take action 
personally to follow through, southeast Asia will be another area lost to Communism.... 
Absorbing and terrifying reading, this may meet the charge of being one-sided to the 
) point of fanaticism. But fanaticism is often what is needed to electrify the world, 
when it is almost too late. (LC:61-5688) 


ONE DARK HORSE 
May 22 


Harbaugh, William Henry Farrar, Straus & Cudahy 
POWER AND RESPONSIBILITY: The Life and Times of Theodore Roosevelt $7.50 


* A political rather than a personal biography, this balanced and often fas- 
cinating book is an interpretation of Theodore Roosevelt's career in today's terms- 
his impact on his own times and his still enduring influence. Emphasizing TR's 
amazing personality rather than his private life, Harbaugh traces his early political 
posts, his later terms as vice-president and president. Pugnacious, convinced that 
he could do anything better than anyone else, TR was a man of great achievements, 
large inconsistencies and disastrous mistakes. A man of wealth, he endorsed the 
Anti-trust laws; the friend of labor leaders, but never understanding labor's demands, 

he opposed needed labor legislation. A big game hunter, he still battled vested 
interests to preserve wild life and public lands and gave the country its first Con- 
servation laws. Loving war, gaining personal glory from the not-so-glorious Spanish- 
American War which he himself sparked, by his role of "Peacemaker" between Russia and 
Japan, TR helped make the U.S. a world power, while his Panama Canal and China poli- 
cies left an aftermath of bitterness which has not faded. “Always thrusting his bull 
neck into controversy", charming enemies, alienating friends, TR's "most dramatic con- 
i) tribution to American life" was not his own reforms, but "his arousal of the public 
conscience to the need of further reforms". Sparing neither praise nor criticism, 
this is an accurate and often exciting biography which should find a general audience- 
regardless of the reader's pre-existing sympathies. Bibliographical notes. Index. 
(LC:61-10128) 
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And Five Which Will Contribute to Your Till 


For the serious-minded and thoughtful citizen, John B. Oakes’ EDGE OF FREEDOM (Harper) 
should make provocative reading. Democrats - and those interested in how a campaign @ 
functions at the grassroots!’ level, whatever their party, will find James Michener's 
REPORT OF THE COUNTY CHAIRMAN (Random House) worth more than passing glance. There's 
good adventure in THE LOST FOOTSTEPS by Silviu Craciunas (Farrar, Straus). And a surprise 
tem is to be found in A YANKEE PRIVATE'S CIVIL WAR by Robert Hale Strong (Regnery). 
Finally, for the human touch and the distaff market, LOVE AND PEANUT BUTTER, by Lesley 
‘ Conger (Norton). Sound balance in this literary collation. Reports follow. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS- Non-fiction 
March 31 


Horgan, Paul Farrar, Straus & Cudahy 
CITIZEN OF NEW SALEM $3.75 


* A moving chronicle, evocative, poetic- covering the formative years of the young 
Lincoln, from 21 to 28, written in celebration of Lincoln's first inauguration, March 4, 
1861. During those years in the frontier settlement of New Salem, Lincoln was often uncer- 
tain, at loose ends, jobless, insecure. He had come there as a flatboatman; he stayed on 
to work in a general store, he was hesitant about mixing with people who seemed socially 
more experienced and better educated. Mentor Graham agreed to teach him, introduced him 
to new areas of knowledge, loaned him books- and in the Graham home he experienced some 
of the amenities of gracious living that opened yet another side of life to him. It was 
in these years he took his first faltering steps into politics, into the study of law, 
into the arena of pitting his wits against those more experienced in debate than he. 
Beautifully done- this recreates a segment of the America of those days. And Douglas 


eee 


Gorsline's muted soft pencil drawings add stature to a fine piece of book making. Book- @ 
of-the-Month co-selection with Science and Government. (LC: 61-9893) 
April 15 
Rogers, Dorothy Appleton-Century-Crofts 
OSWEGO $5 .00 


Organized by "administrations"- ranging from Edward Austin Sheldon's to Foster 
Brown's- this is a history of the teacher training school in Oswego, New York. The 
changes in educational philosophies seem to be the only aspect of coverage to interest 
an audience wider than the Oswego alumni, for in it we get a sense of the many-faceted 
innovations in educational theory and societal reaction from Sheldon's radical reforms 
such as his incorporation of the Pestalozzian curriculum system, to the introduction of 
Dewey's progressivism years later. The school itself suffered its ups and downs through 
the years as each administration contributed to or detracted from its status, as the 
changing student body evolved, and as the curriculum adjusted and readjusted in keeping 
with the ideals of the school's leaders. More timely are the final chapters, delineating 
the student-type attracted to Oswego today and synthesizing the recent developments of the 
past decade. The material here has been most eruditely researched, but the dry factual 
approach and the limited subject appeal can guarantee only a scant audience. (LC:61-11280) 


Stout, Ruth Devin-Adair 
GARDENING WITHOUT WORK $3.95 


In 1955 an unheralded book entitled How To Have A Green Thumb Without An Aching 
Back (Exposition Press) was published, and rapidly proved that word of mouth and the cry- e 
ing need of the "aged,the indolent and the busy" provided all the impetus needed to make 
this a best seller in its field. The sales and the interest aroused have gone on- and 
now Ruth Stout has written a sequel. It is a must for all who read and followed- in whole 
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or in part - the earlier book, with its all out mulching program. But for the 
still unconvinced or uninformed who did not read the first book, one could wish she 
had briefly summarized her "system"- and then gone on, as she does here, to expand 
the aspects that had not been quite clear, to answer the questions provoked by the 
book- and its aftermath, to reaffirm- with further examples, confirmation of others' 
experiences, etc., and to add new facets. The appeal of the book is not only to 
those who want to cut down on the work of having a garden (flowers as well as vege- 
tables )- but to those who frankly acknowledge themselves neophytes, uninterested in 
scientific aspects of gardening- and ready to follow one who confesses herself at 
I odds with specialists. The style has the familiar chatty, informal, warm person-to- 
person quality. (LC:61-8763) 





April 19 


Oakes, John B. Harper 
EDGE OF FREEDOM $3.50 


* The thesis of John Oakes' book is a provocative one and it is this: America's 
hope in the battle of the cold war lies in promoting neutralism among the newer nations 
of Africa and the Near East. The prevailing policy of demanding commitment to the 
Western bloc is self-defeating. Newly emergent nationalist states want to remain 
aloof from choosing sides in the struggle between the two great powers of the U.S. and 
Russia. Neutralism has the positive effect of halting the extension of Russian power 
and domination. Mr. Oakes speaks with authority and incisiveness. He examines three 
areas of political ferment representing poles of thought in the new neutralism: sub- 
Sahara Africa, Yugoslavia and Poland. Poland is the typical Communist satellite de- 
termined to resist German resurgence. Yet its antipathy to Russia is sufficient to 
permit a minimal national flavor. Yugoslavia is between two worlds, bound by 4 
similar ideology to Russia but enjoying the largest amount of national independence 

® within the house of Communism. Mr. Oakes feels that a bold policy of encouraging and 
respecting such positions within the Soviet orbit would be to the West's profit. He 
is at his best in dealing with the rise of nationalism in the newly formed states of 
Africa. The tribal heritage of Africa has predisposed the African to the national 
leader or governmental chieftain and this almost automatically invests the leader with 
dictatorial powers. Therefore the new African states within the neutralist bloc are 
authoritarian rather than democratic. Although neutral it is Western colonialism 
rather than Russian colonialism which has been their experience. Here, on the part 
of the West, the velvet glove rather than the big stick is called for. By all odds 
this is the most thoughtful and thought-provoking book to appear on the African crisis. 
No serious discussion of international politics will fail to mention Oakes' fine 
analysis. (LC:61-6438) 


nape — 





April 20 


THE. ABELARD POETS Abelard-Schuman 
each $2.00 


Higgins, Brian- THE ONLY NEED (LC:60-15596) 

Gransden, K.W.- ANY DAY (LC:60-9179) 

Bullock, Michael- SUNDAY IS A DAY OF INCEST (LC:60-9178) 
Hine, Daryl- THE DEVIL'S PICTURE BOOK (LC:60-9180) 


A new poetical project has made its debut with this series of four slim 
volumes of verse. They are charming in format, and better than average in content, 
and serve to introduce contemporary poets of England, Canada and America to the public. 
Any Day by K.W. Gransden is perhaps the best. He believes that poetry should be 

) "straightforward in its language but not in its attitudes" and his verse, readable 

and interesting, lives up to these standards. Hardly less interesting is Michael 
Bullock's Sunday Is a Day of Incest. His contribution is in the strangeness of beauty 
and the beauty of strangeness. Daryl Hine is a young Canadian whose talent is recog- 
nizable if immature, and Brian Higgins is an even younger- only 2l- British poet. 
The publishers are performing a real service- and the initial choices here show critical 
discrimination as well. 
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Vine, Louis L., D. V. M. Appleton-Century-Crofts 
& Forbus, Ina DOGS IN MY LIFE | $4.50 @ | 


All those with an inordinate inclination for dog stories will find this vet- 
erinarian's recall of his many patients tailored for them since Dr. Vine admits that 
although his practice takes in all sorts of animals it is dogs to whom his heart is given. 
After his Massachusetts training in his profession he found a perfect base in Chapel Hill, 
N. C., where dogs not only were plentiful but almost every one was a character. So - 
there are neurotic and psychosomatic problems, there are experts from the medical school 
to assist when he is out of his depth (even to cosmetic surgery - on Macy's Dobermans 
whose ears were not fierce enough and on a Lhasa's ugly teeth), there are problems of 
diet and of lack of discipline, there are fallacies to dispute, there are breeds of all 
kinds to discuss. It shouldn't happen to a dog - but it does.... and this must surely 
be dog's best friend Telling All, - from dogs shows to geriatrics and euthanasia, from 
Seeing Eye dogs to spoiled and pampered pets, from accidents to personality quirks, from 
birth to death, - in a kindly, kennelside manner. Count on your canine quota for this. 
(LC :61-11636) 


Crume, Paul McGraw-Hill 
A TEXAN AT BAY $4.50 


The best thing about a dry-wit-and-homespun-humor column in a newspaper is the 
fact that you get only one dose of it a day. None but the most brilliant writers of such 
columns wear well between hard covers. Paul Crume, for many years a columnist for the 
Dallas, Texas, Morning News, wrote on an endless variety of topics. His view of existence 
closely parallels that of Erich Fromm - man is an anomalous creature ill-equipped for an 
earthly life fraught with danger; and he is a firm believer in Finagle's First Law (anything, 
that can go wrong, will). Some few of the vignettes in this collection of columns are very 
funny, and he occasionally invents clever gambits such as "the Milwaukee School of American 
Poetry" which "will quickly correct the common misconception that Falstaff is a character 
in Shakespeare..." By and large, however, his writing is insufficiently cosmopolitan to 
support his technique, and his humor is too barbed to make pleasant reading. He is incon- 
sistent in the dexterity of his satire, and his philosophical analyses fall short of what 
he was trying to achieve. (LC:61-11126) 














Carlova, John Messner 
THE HEALING HEART $3.95 





The biography of Ora Ruggles, written with the assistance of the heroine herself, 
is also the story of occupational therapy from its inception after the ravages of World War 
I to its acceptance by the A. M. A. decades and another World War later. Besides an abiding 
faith, Ora brought an uncommon strength and a most colorful vigor to her first assignment 
at Fort McPherson in 1918. Her battle there for the restoration of the crippled and the 
hopeless was fought against the frustrating opposition of the Army, the medical staff, and 
above all, the patients themselves. In what unique ways it was won, and at what personal 
loss, form the most poignant portion of her story and perhaps the most dramatic of her life. 
The pioneering spirit, an embedded vestige from her actual family background, was to bring 
Ora's talents and energy to TB sanitoriums, mental wards and children's hospitals. It was 
also to establish the first market for the product output of the handicapped and was, by 
cint of her own court martial, to define the duties and elevate the status of occupational 
therapy. Piercing the superficial coverage of dates and events, this is a most scenic 
portrait of individual experience and should fascinate anyone interested in amazing real 
people. (LC:61-10125) 
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Neumann, Ruth Reilly & Lee 
COOKING WITH SPIRITS $3.95 


If you want your food to be a conversation piece- and are running out of 
ideas- set yourself down with this book, and plan a meal from appetizers and soup 
to dessert - check your liquor closet (from beer to champagne) - invite appreciative 
guests- and get to work. I found myself chuckling over some of the new fillips for 
tired dishes, jotting down notes to try this or that, discarding a good many that 
seemed much too chancey, but feeling a lot of the recipes worth a try. This is not 
another gourmet cookbook such as my favorite With a Jug of Wine, but Mrs. Neumann 
has taken good, substantial American kitchen standbyes, varied her recipes by using 
"spirits" with a judicious restraint, and provided every course with some new ideas. 
One surprise- her statement that about anything calling for dry wine can be cooked 
with beer- and almost nobody will know the difference; multiple warnings-add your 
spirits a teaspoonful at a time- and taste as you go to avoid putting in too much; 
@ simple chart indicating what goes best with what; a glossary of terms and names; 
some hints for the mixer on measurements - and then recipes- some 700 of them. TIllus- 
trated with line drawings. Indexed. 


Gleaves, S. Z. & Simon & Schuster 
Wertenbaker, L. T. $1 .25-paper 
YOU AND THE ARMED SERVICES 


This should be a handy source of pre-Service information for those of the 
ages for military legal obligations, their parents, and, in some cases, their families, 
for the details of the Universal Military Training and Service Act and the opportu- 
nities and choice of programs offered in the Services are discussed. Deferments and 
exemptions, to wait (or not to wait) for the draft, and how to behave once you are in, 
make up one section; another is concerned with enlisting- from the six months' in the 
Ready Reserve on to the possible advantages of six years in a Service; the chances to 
become an officer, and what's available for women. A breakdown of the five Services 
follows, with a guide on, and suggestions for each. The emphasis on getting something 
out of a necessary duty is worthwhile guidance, and study - by those concerned - of 
this, should prove helpful. (LC:61-9594) 


April 26 


Van Every, Dale ; Morrow 
FORTH TO THE WILDERNESS $6.00 


Subtitled The First American Frontier: 1754-1774, this confused but ex- 
citing book by a seasoned historian and novelist tells of early wilderness explora- 
tions, Pontiac's War, and efforts to establish peace with the Indians by means of 
the "Proclamation Line" of 1763. When the French and Indian War ended, the English, 
hoping to prevent future wars, proclaimed that a line, the "Proclamation Line", along 
the Appalachians from Canada South, formed the western frontier of English America: 
to the west of the mountains were Indian lands into which no white man could go without 
a@ permit; to the east lay white territory. Almost at once Pontiac, an Ottawa chief 
who hated the English, went to war, the worst Indian war this country was to know. 
Bringing with him French allies and Indian tribes, he fell on white settlements in 
Pennsylvania and along the Great Lakes and the Ohio, plundering and killing, capturing 
villages and forts, massacring garrisons and the inhabitants of lonely farms, dis- 
rupting the wilderness trade of such men as Sir William Johnson and the great trader, 
George Croghan. He was at last defeated, but the "Proclamation Line" still endured 
in theory; nothing, however, could keep white settlers from crossing the mountains 
into forbidden Indian territory: the first American frontiersman had come to stay. 
Well documented but badly arranged, this book will interest students and teachers of 
pre-Revolutionary history, and should form an excellent supplementary reader and 
reference book. Amateur historians may prefer to take it in small doses. Maps. 
Bibliography. Index. (LC:61-11223) 
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April 26 


Montagu, Ashley World 
MAN IN PROGRESS $4.50 e 


This is a series of essays on the general topic of the ways human nature ex- 
presses itself in various societies and to what extent human nature is tailored to the 
specifications of those societies. The basic question underlying the essays is this: are 
the achievements of different peoples due to innate differences or to differences in the 
history of experience to which they have been exposed. Montagu emphasizes the influence 
of cultural determinants in discussing such subjects as: the origin of social life, the 
nature of war, the problem of racism, the idea that "blood" is a transmitter of hereditary 
characteristics, why man weeps, laughs, swears, and attitudes towards food. He also deals 
with the emotional influences upon the developing human organism; how physical and mental 
sexual status has developed in human societies; the embryological beliefs of primitive peo- 
ple; and the connections between procreation, paternity and psychoanalysis. Many of the 
essays here have been the subjects of Montagu's previous books. He is, of course, a noted 
humanist and stylist and there is no question of his readability. (LC: 61-6651) 


April 27 











Fergusson, General Bernard Holt, Rinehart & Winston 
THE WATERY MAZE $7 .50 


One of the most outstanding innovations of World War II was the inception of 
Combined Operations, a unit separate from the traditional branches of the British armed 
services, but requiring the detachment and leadership of Admirals, Generals, and Air Com- 
manders. The original purpose of C. 0. H. Q. was to "initiate and execute raids, to inter- 
fere with German preparations for invasions and to symbolize defiance". How this objective 
expanded and developed into a gigantic major organ encompassing Inter-Allied leadership, 
equipment and manpower also tells the story of the North African, Sicily and Normandy 
campaigns. Each step in the growth of Combined Operations is presented- from the unsuc- 
cessful raids of Dakar and the lessons learned at Madagascar and Dieppe, to the adoptions 
of the Casablanca Conference and the coordinated intricacies that resulted in crucial Allied 
victories. Famous war heroes people the story, men like Mountbatten, Churchill, Marshall, 
Keyes, but interest is focused principally on the achievements of the Operation. An appen- 
dix of abbreviations and a complete Index conclude a most studious offering of the military 
annals of the second World War. Illustrations with maps and photographs. (LC: 61-5301) 


é 


Dehn, Paul Simon & Schuster 
QUAKE, QUAKE, QUAKE $3.50 


Subtitled 4 Leaden Treasury of English Verse this changes the words of nursery 
rhymes, hymns, classics and even songs, to fit into today's scientific preoccupations and 
the threats to human life. The result is a macabre collection, marking with tombstones 
the world's end ("Rain before seven/Dead before eleven"), reflecting the aridity of a 
Soviet childhood, and making sure that man's mortality is man's decision. A most sophisti- 
cated trick of transposition, these have appeared in Punch and other English papers, and 
are illustrated by Edward Gorey whose work is in complete accord with the text. (1C:61-7005) 


April 28 


Peck, Joseph H., M.D. Prentice-Hall 
LIFE WITH WOMEN - AND HOW TO SURVIVE IT $3.50 


The good Doctor (What Next Doctor Peck and other writings) unloads his views, 
findings from a long medical experience (and marriage), and general opinions on the oppo- 
site sex - and thereby gives warning to his brothers that She is still the unexplained. 
Males can win but only by dealing with illogic more illogically - otherwise submission, e® 
currently even more enforced, is the only answer. (Men, of course, can't do without women- 
but they can complain.) So, here is Woman, from birth to death, in all her contrariness 
(he even rewrites part of the Bible to explain how she has operated from time immemorial), 
her primitive, inherited feminity, her miniscular atmosphere, her demands and her refusals, 
her outward and inward living, and her (unfortunate) occasions of being absolutely right. 
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Kiwanis club humor in this "ol' pappy" survey may still not keep the urbanites from 
using it for additional ammunition - after they have worn out the smart talk. 

(Women can take it - this should not be a clarion call for the hostiles to rise....) 
(LC:61-8072) 


April 28 


Kardiner, Abram & World 
Preble, Edward THEY STUDIED MAN $5.00 


The authors have assembled a stimulating introduction to anthropology and 
sociology by presenting a study of nine men and one woman who have contributed 
mightily to our knowledge of the human condition. Each unit presents a brief bio- 
graphy, a record of each scientist's accomplishments, an analysis of his major con- 
tributions, and finally a discussion of the effect of his innovations on his contem- 
poraries and their durability in relation to modern trends. Beginning with Charles 
Darwin, and closing with Freud, the others represented are Herbert Spencer; Tylor- 
founder of modern anthropology; Sir James Frazer of The Golden 3ough; Durkheim, the 
French sociologist; Franz Boas; Bronislaw Malinowsky, the most controversial; 
Kroeber, the dean of American anthropologists, and the lone woman- Ruth Benedict, 
who used the psychological approach in her field work. In the theoretical discus- 
sion of Freud's influence on the study of culture there is a plea for psychodynamics 
as a tool in the study of social adaptation. Our times are crucial- state the 
authors- "Minimum conditions of survival are even in doubt". The book is a well- 
planned intelligent sampling and survey, and should be an inspiration to further 
study for the lay reader. (LC:61-5808) 


April ?7 


Pistrak, Lazar Praeger 
THE GRAND TACTICIAN: Khrushchev's Rise to Power $6.00 


This revealing book is a retrospective analysis of Khrushchev's political 
past in the light of his present position, at the zenith of his power. It took him 
less than five years after Stalin's death to "catch up and overtake” not only his 
rival, Malenkov, but Bulganin, Kaganovich, Molotov and Zhukov,- all have seemingly 
faded from the immediate picture. What is the explanation? The biographer- a 
student of the Russian enigma for thirty years and an accepted authority in a strategic 
position- acknowledges the difficulties. Legend is interwoven with legend, six of~ 
ficial biographies present facts in contradiction to each other, Russian history is 
revised continually to suit the current scene. This book attempts to construct the 
man from substantiated facts of his political career, the events in which he has 
participated, his known contribution to the establishment of dictatorship. Briefly, 
the salient facts of his background, education, youthful work pattern, and possible 
role in the Revolution, in the subsequent Civil War, in the labor movement, are 
sketched. And then comes the record of his meteoric rise, an acknowledged follower 
of the Stalinist line. Early he revealed his intolerance toward opposition, the 
clarity of his approach to political debate, his skillful use of the verbal assault 
characteristic of Stalinists. His function was that of an organizer and propagandist 
and it took him only 83 years from the time he was moved to Moscow before the became 
a member of the Politburo and Stalin's vicar over 40 million Ukranians. He had 
several advantages over his fellow members in the small percentage of those at com- 
manding level. In many ways he improved on the Stalinist line. Again his actual 
role is cloaked in secrecy; Pistrak has examined the official biographies, sundry 
pamphlets and articles- and the portrait that emerges is convincingly that of a 
political commissar with extraordinary powers. He had his postwar ups and downs- but 
@ growing influence with Stalin. He was adroit at covering mistakes- throwing blame 
elsewhere. And with Stalin's death, he engineered his own successful rise to the 
supreme control. Final chapters are concerned with his foreign policy in the context 
of his belief that capitalism not only be taken by the scruff of the neck- but buried. 
His policy is a policy of adaptation to reality, without compromise on the final goal 
of world conquest. It is impossible in a single paragraph to compress the essence 
of this intensely concentrated study. It is important and timely. 
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Michener, James A. Random House 
REPORT OF THE COUNTY CHAIRMAN $3.95 i) 


How many people are interested now in a meticulous rehash of the late presiden- 
tial campaign as reported at the county level? Don't be misled - a great many people will 
be interested. Democrats primarily, to be sure (though maybe some open-minded Republicans 
will want to see what makes them tick). Michener was first deeply involved in local poli- 
tics in Hawaii. When he and his wife came back to live near Doylestown- his boyhood home- 
he found himself caught up in the local organization of the minority- Democratic party. 
Bucks County was overwhelmingly Republican. With Michener we relive the campaign- going 
back to the primaries - forward to the difficulties, with relatively little to call on in 
the way of man power and money, in organizing the campaign. It makes fascinating- sur- 
prisingly so- reading, in a cross sectioning of a rural county operation. Michener was 
working on a volunteer basis, learning how it was done as he went along. Some of the per- 
sonalities are vividly and vigorously sketched - the workers, the volunteers, the hatchet 
men, the pros - and in the final chapters, some of the key figures on the barnstorming 
tour. One sees some of the low levels of filth used in the religious attacks - one is 
aghast at the intolerance and gullibility of the general public. Some of the closely 
reasoned arguments- the steps by which Michener - personally- became a dedicated Kennedy 
man - may even win some waverers at this late date. This is a new approach- after the 
event- to the kind of thinking we need as citizens. (LC: 61-10872) 





Hook, Sidney St Martin's Press 
THE QUEST FOR BEING $5.00 


From the opening sentence of the opening chapter right down to the strangely 
abrupt closing paragraph, Sidney Hook's latest attempt tc solve the riddle of the uni- 
verse is a vast, fathomless jumble of unoriginal propositions and esoteric hocus-pocus. 2 
He seeks - by going over the same ground scores of writers have covered before him - to 
establish whether that which is true of ideas in science, technology, and everyday activ- 
ity is equally true of philosophical ideas. Much of what he reviews in this connection 
is undeniably valid - empirically, historically true - whether heterodox or not. On the 
other hand, his linguistic highway to those oases of validity is strewn with ideological 
obstacles. He tenaciously clings to the belief that it is possible to prove the absence | 
or non-existence of an abstract, intangible thing (in this case a casual relationship) - 
a position that does nothing to support his own alleged empiricism. His discourses on 
Hegel, Niebuhr, John Dewey, and dozens of other demi-philosophers are no better and no 
worse than analyses contrived by other writers. The quest today is not so much for 
"being" as it is for the meaning of being. Hook, though he provides fuel for the flames 
of many an endless pre-dawn argument, is unlikely to change many minds or sway many 
opinions, however illogical or unrealistic those opinions may be. (LC: 61-9059) | 














May 4 


Forcey, Charles B. Jr. Oxford 
THE CROSSROADS OF LIBERALISM $7.00 
Croly, Weyl, Lippmann & the Progressive Era: 1900-25 


This is a somewhat pretentious title for a disappointing book, which should hold 
more of interest and challenge for the self-styled liberals of today than it does. Forcey 
feels that time is ripe for a rethinking of the new liberalism, that democracy can still be 
made the source of liberty and creative social change - but his analysis of that era he has 
chosen for his subject does not inspire the reader of his book. Actually he has set him- 
self rather sharp limitations in focusing almost the whole of his attention on Croly, Weyl “all 
and Lippmann and their creation, The New Republic. He sees Croly as the Nationalist Liberal, ® 
who believed that nationalism could be made to work in tandem with liberalism, and who did 
not live to see the ideas set forth in his Promise of American Life endure in a new era. 
Weyl he defines as a Democratic Liberal, with a firmer grip on reality; Lippmann as a 
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Voluntarist Liberal. His analysis of their joint struggle to come to grips with the 
men and the issues of their times,- Roosevelt and Bull Moose Nationalism, Wilson and 
his ambivalence towards war, is perhaps more fully explored than is the history of 
The New Republic they founded. All three men ultimately abandoned their dreams; 
with the coming of the New Deal, Lippmann swung towards conversatism. Domestic 
liberalism was bankrupt. These men had had the genius to see the bent of their time. 
and to work out a new liberal philosophy. But Forcey does not make this reader feel 
either the importance of their contribution or the significance of their period. A 
somewhat trite style lacks any contagion of spark. (LC:61-8370) 


May 5 


Craciunas, Silviu 7 Farrar, Straus & Cudahy 
THE LOST FOOTSTEPS $4.75 


* When Silviu Craciunas left his native Roumania in 1949 by the escape route 
he had set up for others, he did not expect to return. He was on the deathlist of 
the Communist regime. A year later, by request, he had re-entered, again by frontier 
sabotage, to set up permanent escape routes. His mission nearly accomplished, he was 


caught, and faced the first of the spot-lit interrogations that were to punctuate his 


four years of confinement. Pitting himself against his captors, he endured the phy- 
siological-psychological modern tortures: scientific nerve-beatings, forced motion, 
solitary confinement and broken sleep, existence diet, friends turned informer. 
Struggling to maintain vigilance and sanity, he lapsed into hallucinations that inte- 
grated and aided him to obtain a yoga-like control that baffled his captors. He was 
placed with a talkative man who confessed as he died in Silviu's arms that he was an 
agent provocateur, Silviu refused to confess; finally his captors sent him to the 
prison hospital to determine whether he was strong enough to endure further torture. 
In the few minutes he found himself unwatched, he escaped, to endure two more years 
in hiding before he could reach Vienna. Cluttered with contacts, contracting the 
heart with the deadly, ever-recurrent hunt, full of ordinary facts about extraordinary 
daily life in an Iron Curtain country, this is a human document that reveals the 
triumph of the individual spirit against the terrifying degradation of collectivized 
mentality. A psychological, spiritual and physical thriller, somehow containing 
within the same skin, Orwellian world, Kafka metaphysic, Ambler-Greene suspense. 

(LC: 61-6992) ” 


May 8 


Davey, Cyril J. Abingdon 
KAGAWA OF JAPAN $2.50 


A very short book about a rather remarkable Japanese who is probably not 
as well known to the general American public as he ought to be. This is an unpre- 
tentious book, of no great style, but Toyohiko Kagawa is worth reading about. A 
Christian minister, scholar, novelist, social worker, government adviser, Kagawa 
might easily be called the Gandhi of Japan. Indeed, the author compares him to St. 
Francis of Assisi. One of the five illegitimate children of a wealthy Japanese 
industrialist and a geisha, Kagawa became a Christian as a young man and went into 
the dreadful slums of Kobe to live and to care for the poor and the sick. Indeed, 
through sharing his hut with a beggar, he contracted the disease which was to half 
blind him before his death at 72 last year. A forthright. pacifist, Kagawa risked 
imprisonment and ostracism in his opposition to Japanese military ventures from the 
war with Russia on. Yet he generally managed to emerge relatively unscathed. He 
also showed amazing organizational ability and played an active role in labor and in 
other social action groups.... His record is the book. 


Haldane, Charlotte Roy 
ALFRED $5.00 


This is a rather unsuccessful attempt to make a modern psychological study 
of the life of the poet, Alfred de Musset. It does not add much to the well known 
facts: that de Musset was the handsome, spoiled pet of his mother and brother; that 
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he had an unforgettable love affair in Venice with George Sand; that later he became the 
"enfant terrible" of Paris, a libertine and an alcoholic. His character is so deeply 
neurotic, so deeply split between good and evil that he could never integrate his life, 
except in poetry or drink. Nevertheless he charmed the best minds of his day, Prosper 
Merimee, Saint-Beuve and the actress Rachel. Not as forceful as Byron, nor as isolated 
as Proust, de Musset reminds us of both. There is material here for a penetrating 
socio-psychological biography, but unfortunately the author lets the opportunity slip 
through her hands by sheer lack of literary skill and style. 


May 10 


Bloemker, Al Coward-McCann 
500 MILES TO GO: The Story of the $5.00 
Indianapolis. Speedway 


This history of a national and international automobile racing center represents 
a "pattern of progress" in the development of the engines, accessories, safety factors and 
car construction, which is the accompaniment of the chronological record of racing and 
racers. It is also the account of the Speedway's beginning under four men - Fisher, 
Allison, Newby and Wheeler - and their interest in establishing a track for manufacturers 
to test cars and equipment in competition, its many setbacks - imperfect paving, the wars, 
the weather, etc., - and, of course, the long toll of accidents. Written by the Director 
of Public Relations for the Indianapolis Speedway this offers a full coverage of the races 
from 1911 to 1960; of the speed battles, the records accumulated and the prizes won; of 
the changing rules along with the changes in mechanical details; of the great racing 
names and the great car builders; of the unfailing appeal as a spectator sport. There 
will be 16 pages of photographs and endpaper maps to add to its interest for absorbed 
racing enthusiasts. (LC: 61-6839) 


Maugham, Robin Harper 
SLAVES OF TIMBUKTU $5.00 


This is an account of a journey into West Africa, a travel book, not a political 
thesis. Maugham's trip had a definite purpose: originally he wanted to visit the Trucial 
Coast of Arabia on the Persian Gulf to find out about the slave traffic but it was in- 
possible for him to get a visa from the British Foreign Office. He and his companion 
then settled on another slave route into Saudi Arabia which led from the villages of 
West Africa to the Red Sea coast. Their journey covered a distance of 3000 miles from 
Dakar on the West coast to the ancient city of Timbuktu and was made on land, by rail 
and by river boat. Timbuktu lies on the southern fringe of the Sahara, where the cara- 
vans of the desert meet the canoes of the Niger River. It was once famous throughout the 
Moslem world as a center of trade and culture but now it has become "a derelict city, 
drowning in a sea of sand". Maugham proved that slavery does indeed exist in that part 
of the world and went so far as to buy a slave himself whom he later set free. Their 
trip was incredibly difficult but was the basis for Maugham's publicizing the problems 

. of slavery when he returned to England. His book is written in the form of a diary and 
incorporates a great deal of material supplied by explorers who preceded Maugham. It's 
a fascinating and thought-provoking account. Robin Maugham has written numerous other 
travel books. (LC: 61-6436) 


Roberts, Jesse D. Norton 
BEARS, BIBLES AND A BOY $3.95 


This autobiography of an uncomplicated growing up is at all times unaffected and 
unpretentious and, for the most part, has its emphasis on the type of living that the au- 
thor, and his family, knew in the Adirondacks in the late 19th, early 20th, century. It 
is devoted (in more ways than one) to his father's exploits as a hunter from Vermont, as 
a bear trapper, as a goodly man who latterly became godly, and as a parent of 9 children 
who maintained an impressive discipline; it emphasizes also the kind of life they knew 
near Brant Lake in which a pioneer atmosphere prevailed; it goes on to the author's de- 
termination to have a real education. This encompasses the ways in which he earned money 
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to go to school and to Wesleyan University, the manner in which his call to the 
ministry came to him and how he fulfilled it before he had a church of his own. As 
a record of a family and as a picture of a background unspoiled by urban comple- 
xities this is wholesome and full of the course of nature and by its very innocence 
might surprise sophisticated tastes. But generally its market might not be metro- 
politan. (LC:61-7482) 


May 11 


Loomis, Andrew Viking 
THE EYE OF THE PAINTER $6.95 


Report repeated from the November 15th bulletin, when scheduled for early 
spring publication, as follows: "The eye with which a painter looks on life must be 
more keen, more directed, more disciplined than the eye of the general observer. In 
the text by the author of Fun W:th a Pencil, the author analyzes the painter's vision 
from the point of view of line, color, design and style, form and medium. Helpful 
both to the groping painter and to the uninitiated but interested audience of paint- 
ing. This text is illustrated in color and black and white, and is recommended to 
those who are uninstructed but interested in increasing their sensitivity to graphic 
expression." (LC:60-15155) 


May 12 


Thomas, Dana Lee Wilfred Funk 
THE STORY OF AMERICAN STATEHOOD $95 


A book like Thomas' must, of course, be divided more or less evenly among 
all the states, or it fails to live up to the implications of its title. However, 
since it is the first general overview of the statehood picture to appear since 
Alaska and Hawaii were added to the ranks, it is rather a pity that these two areas, 
so rich in material, were not alotted a bit more space than, say, California, already 
so well known. Albeit briefly, Thomas does fit the newcomers into their proper places 
within the framework of his subject. His purpose is to describe the legal and prac- 
tical means by which the federal union came about. He relates the technicalities of 
territorial organization, settlement and interim forms of government, demonstrations 
of popular sympathy for statehood, and the differences in procedure that characterized 
the entry of each state. He explains why the proprietor of Sutter's Fort was violently 
against statehood for California, and why Hawaii was not brought into the union until 
Alaska had entered. The writing is not complex, and intermediate students should be | 
able to follow it without difficulty, yet the presentation is sufficiently stimulating 
to hold the general reader's attention. (LC:61-6626) 


May 15 


Rigney, Francis J. & Basic Books 
Smith, L. Douglas THE REAL BOHEMIA $5.00 


A Sociological and Psychological Study of San Francisco "3eats concentrates 
on the Grant Avenue Colony (once tagged "an open-air come and go mental hospital") and 
the authors have used psychiatric techniques to evaluate the life there. Some 51 
members were tested in this study made in 1958-1959; they have also provided many 
samples of their writing (they are as creative as was the Lost Generation even if the 
enduring values of their work cannot yet be determined); and their views are expressed, 
along with those of the press and social commentators who have harried them. The 
study also explores their habitat, the mystical meaning of beat (beatitude), their 
kicks, their behavioral symptoms, their language, their "assault" by the community- 
and the police, and concludes that the beats are not "freaks"; they are Bohemians in 
the "true, historic” sense of the word, and they are for the most part sick- lost- 
lonely.... While the Beat unquestionably provide one of the liveliest peepshows 
around, the authors are quite non-judgmental in their scientific view of the Scene that 
they Make. As such, the spectator sports value is less than Lawrence Lipton's 4: 'y 
Barbarians Which also had the benefit of its earlier appearance. Another time dif- 
ferential to be considered: while hep was no longer hip in 1959, the indications are 
that hip is no longer in, in 1961. (LC:61-7487) 





Non-fiction March 15, 1961 





May 15 
Hillyer, Robert Poems BY Knopf a 
COLLECTED POBPRY OF ROBERT HILLYER $4.75 | 


Classic in form and contemplative in substance, this reprinting of almost all of 
the poems Robert Hillyer has written over the years serves to remind us that his public is 
small and select, and that he is perhaps more appreciated in England than in this country. 
There is undoubtedly a quiet reserve and simplicity in these poems that is pleasing; but 
there is so little that is local in the subject matter, and so little that is individual 
in their style, that the poems fail to command wide attention. Hillyer has taught at 
Harvard and other universities, has won many prizes and held positions of the highest 
honor in the academic poetry world. His eminence assures an established interest in 
this relatively complete representation of his work. (LC: 61-8531) 





Hollon, Eugene Knopf 
THE SOUTHWEST: OLD AND NEW $7 .50 


The author of this outstanding book, a Texas-born professor of history at the 
University of Oklahoma, limits his "Southwest" of America to the states of Texas, Oklahoma, 
New Mexico and Arizona; here he presents a political, social and cultural history of this 
vast region from the days of the cliff-dwellers to the present. Supplementing the studies 
of Walter Prescott Webb (The Great Plains, etc.) and J. Frank Dobie, the author, a man 
steeped in his subject, writes of climate and geography, of explorers and Indians and 
soldiers, of stage-coaches and the camel-corps. He tells of trade routes and cattle 
trails, of Taos and Santa Fe and modern Phoenix, of politicians corrupt and honest, of 
. Oil millionaires and the first Spanish settlers. The Southwestern states are separated 
in distance but bound close in history: American infilitration in Texas led to the Mexican ® 
War and the acquisition, by victory and purchase, of much of New Mexico and Arizona -- and { 
Texas. Gold in California brought emigrants, soldiers, farmers and town-builders to New 
Mexico and Arizona, who seeped into Texas; the opening of Indian lands for settlement in 
Oklahoma meant an upsurge in population that overlapped into the other three states. Once 
remote and untamed, the Southwest today is following "the pattern by which American society 
has changed from pioneer to urban civilization", and is losing much of its distinctive 
flavor, and perhaps some of its disadvantages; self-seeking politicans, the domination of 
its universities by reactionary millionaires. Carefully documented and pulling no punches, 
this long and readable book will appeal to liberal devotees of American history and stu+ 
dents of the social and political backgrounds of Western America, its excellent biblio- 
graphical notes alone should assure it a place in comprehensive American historical collec- 
tions. Bibliography. Index. (LC: 61-9232) 


Starr, Chester G. Knopf 
THE ORIGINS OF GREEK CIVILIZATION $8.50 


This extemely ambitious work, by the Chairman of the Department of History at 
the University of Illinois, attempts to set down the basis of Hellenic Greek society as 
it developed and grew from 1100 to 600 B.C. At the offset he clearly warns that most of 
the evidence is physical rather than written, and that artifacts, drawings, and other 
specimens unearthedin recent years may certainly not tell the whole story. His discus- 
sions of the Minoan and Mycenaean societies preceding the Hellenic are excellent. His 
sense of detail is admirable too (he spends whole chapters for instance on such subjects 
as the rise of geometric pottery). His conjecture about dark ages brought about by the 
invasions of northern peoples, then the enlightening influence of the Orient, make fine 
grist for speculation. In the latter part of the work, he deals with the rise of the epic, @ 
the city-state, and of such intellectual growth as is reflected in Hesiod's Works and 
Days. Let there be fair warning about this book, however. It is not for the average lay 
reader, the person who wants some capsule historical information. Heavily footnoted, often 
difficult, but never turgid, it is a serious and important historical work. It's contri- 
bution is an important one: 
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May 15 


Shahani, Ranjee Macmillan 
@ MR. GANDHI $3 «95 


An odd little book, ingenuous to the point of naivete in many places, this 
still affords some unexpected glimpses of its complicated subject. The picture that 
emerges Of Gandhi is neither flattering nor unflattering; it ranges from his handling 
of knife and fork to his sex life, to his political views, to his unorthodox eating 
habits, and to his unhappy children. Yet, although the author had undoubtedly a 
first-hand acquaintance with his subject, the writing is strangely unreal. The reader 
may well feel isolated- as though he were looking through an extremely thick pane of 
glass. In all, it is not a very satisfactory attempt at biography. 


Porter, Sylvia Z/ou World 
HOW TO GET MORE FOR YOUR MONEY $3.95 


Miss Porter's popular syndicated column appears in 331 newspapers; she is 
perhaps the most widely read financial columnist in the country. Her influence ex- 
tends beyond the man and woman in the street to bankers, industrialists and capital- 
ists. In simple terms, which are at the same time intensively interesting reading, 
she discusses employment, pay checks, taxes, living costs, money, investments, and 
the economics of everyday life. She takes a dim view of the average person's knowledge 
of the economics of living and feels that all of us should be inducted into the simple 
facts. She asks of the reader impertinent and pertinent questions, and tries to spur 
them to look at the facts. Her ego and sense of confidence are revealed in her 
constant back reference to her own columns and occasionally one feels that "the lady 
is for burning". But a careful reading will reward even the sceptics- male as well 
as female. (LC:61-5812) 


@ May 17 


Greenberg, Clement Beacon 
ART AND CULTURE $6.00 


These pieces collected in this book are essays on art and culture which 
appeared originally in Partisan Review, The Nation, Commentary, and other publications. 
They express the author's views on avant-garde painting in general and such figures 
as Renoir, Cezanne, Braque, Kandinsky in particular. The last section of the book 
is devoted to comments on literature. These essays,while always intelligent and 
showing a deep concern for art and culture, are not always illuminating. It is hard 
to say what is right or what is wrong. It is perhaps that Greenberg is both didactic- 
and muzzy: i.e. "Jackson Pollock's problem has never been one of authenticity; rather 
it is to find the means to cope with the literalness of his emotion, which is of a 
kind that seems foreign at first to pictorial art. And though he may overpower his 
means at times, he rarely falsifies them." Some will be confused by this type of 
commentary; others, more used to the peculiar dialect of the avant-garde, may find it 
clarifying and communicative. (LC:61-7248) 


Braddock, Joseph John Day 
THE BRIDAL BED $4.50 


This is a story, rather than a history, of the customs surrounding the ins- 
titution of marriage. In a reasonably straightforward way but without neglecting the 
humorous aspects of his subject the author deals with various customs of marriage in 
the past and present, using his title as a pivotal and central symbol. He discusses 

@ the trials and pleasures of choosing a mate in different cultures and in various 
stages of civilization; the habits of courtship through the ages; the forms of wed- 
ding ceremony and its preparation; the practices involved in the consummation of 
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marriage; and the stages of human relationship in marriage - from the tyrannical to the 
practical to the romantic. Some of the customs Braddock describes are in the reaim of 

the barbaric, others have great charm, and some simply seem foolish. But regardless of a 
the author's attitude toward the phenomena he is describing he is continuously inter- al 
esting. His book is written with considerable wit supported by a substantial amount of 
research. (LC:61-8269) 


May 18 


Janes, Edward C. Holt, Rinehart & Winston 
FRESH-WATER FISHING COMPLETE $4.95 


Not a scientific blueprint or reference outline, this is a series of essays on 
fishing for pan fish (sunnies, bluegills, perch, bullheads, crappies and catfish); 
pickerel, pike, muskies; bass; trout; salmon. These give the author's experiences the 
country over and include the teachings he has had from others; they add up to the sum total 
of his angling knowledge and are written from the delight of memory. There are other 
chapters on the mechanics of fishing, fly and bait casting, tackle, what to wear and carry 
in fair and foul weather, keeping and preparing and cooking your catch. The final section 
is on the future of fishing in which the need for public awareness of the dangers ahead, 
plans for conserving and stocking the waters, programs for stream management, are the res- 
ponsibility of the individual sportsman in agitating for local and state activities. This 
is for those that want fun with their fishing - as well as expert guidance. Sixteen pages 
of photographs. (LC:61-8639) 


Warren, Virginia Burgess Prentice-Hall 
TESTED WAYS TO HELP YOUR CHILD LEARN $4.95 


800 specific ideas- the result of "18 years of research and testing"- have been 
presented in paragraph form for home use- where the parent is not to substitute for the 
teacher but "add to", "enrich", and presumably facilitate the child's learning experiences. e 
Almost all of this (except for a closing chapter on helping your teen-ager choose, and be 
chosen by, the right college) is for the mother of a young child, and elementary grade and 
in every situation there are pointers on the psychologically right approach. On the pre- 
mise that “education is most effective when it is disguised as fun", Mrs. Warren has sug- 
gested a good many games, materials, books, etc.,which will help apply learning at home- 
whether of reading, science, languages, self-expression- written or oral, math, music and 
art. There are tips on learning good manners, safety and health habits, and converting 
TV to a learning tool. Mrs. Warren has written for Parent's Magazine, Baby Talk, McCall's, 
which should indicate the level here- practical but pleasantly "enlightened". (LC:61-8093) 


Kaufman, Joseph J., M.D. & aM ale Simon & Schuster 
Borgeson, Griffith MAN AND SEX ¥!” $3.95 


Dr. Kaufman's "guide to sexual literacy for men" is directly concerned with the 
physical (as against moral, or personal) questions of a man's sex life and it is a bluntly, 
highly informative discussion, filled with many facts men may not and should know. Dr. 
Kaufman deals to an extent- if not emphatically- with affiliated psychosexual problems- 
and, in the more general introductory chapters,with the exaggerated idealization of sex today, 
with contradictory opinions on the gratification of the female (sex stimuli and frigidity 
in women), with the male's responsibility. More extensively he discusses problems of 
impotence (a "state of mind" or organic), masturbation, contraception, circumcision, the 
vasectomy, infertility, artificial insemination, hormones, hermaphrodites and the trans- 
sexual change, the male climacteric and process of aging. In the closing sections he deals 
specifically with the disorders and diseases of the male sexual organs. It is an excellent 
book with certainly a great many points (not only medical, but legal, historical, etc.) @ 
which have not been made available outside the consultation room and it is admirably explicit, 
direct and concise in its handling. (LC:61-7012) 
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May 18 34~ DE 
Radin, Edward D. Simon & Schuster 
LIZZIE BORDEN--THE UNTOLD STORY $4.50 


That familiar of criminal annals, the Borden case, which has haunted more 
writers than any other unsolved crime, has a new variant treatment here and Edward 
Radin has spent two years in exhuming further material and examining it closely. 

(He is a M.W.A. Edgar Award two-time winner, for previous fact-crime books.) Radin's 
case here, for Lizzie, is simultaneously a case against Edmund Pearson, her "defini- 
tive historian", who believed and attempted to prove her guilty- as did the legend 
which evolved around her. Still, the jury cleared her; so did the firsthand evidence 
of many who knew her- and still remember her; and Radin, in reviewing the evidence 
(and contrasting many of the small, conflicting versions of the testimony between the 
inquest and the later trial) shows now only the misrepresentation of her appearance, 
but of some of the more damaging points which were made (the burning of her dress; 
the rather flimsy story of her attempt to buy poison from a druggist the day before 
the savage slaughter; etc., etc.). At the close, Radin offers a new suspect- although 
here the evidence is sketchy, motive-wise... Whether or not this will prove to be a 
"definitive expose", it offers a rebuttal of accepted assumptions, reexamines the 
record closely, and presents his alternate case quietly, firmly. Illustrated with 
photos. (LC:61-9597) 

May 19 


Chapman, John Doubleday 
TELL IT TO SWEENEY $4.95 


How did Dick Tracy and Little Orphan Annie get their start? What are the 
economics and the politicis of running a huge newspaper? Joseph Medill Patterson and 
Robert Rutherford (Colonel) McCormick, cousins who "had fiercely independent minds and 
as newspaper men were pros", watched the unprecedented growth of England's greatest 
journalistic novelty, The London Mirror. As members of the Chicago Tribune family, they 
had both the know-how and the means to emulate the Mirror in New York, where newspaper 
competition has traditionally been greatest. Their [llustrated Daily News, forerunner 
of the present Vews, opened its doors on June 26, 1919, using rented presses and space 
in another paper's building. Today - with plants of its own in several of New York's 
boroughs and more "split runs" than any other paper - its circulation, its advertising 
volume, and its hold on the affections of its readers are phenomenal. Teli It To 
Sweeney is full of familiar names - of popular comic strip characters and their car- 
toonists as well as famous reporters and columnists. John Chapman, who has worked for 
the News for many years, is proud of his job. He has reported the exciting story of 
the paper, its scoops, its setbacks, and its successes, as a labor of pride, if not 
love. His observations tend to ameliorate somewhat the formidable reputations of 
these two publishing giants, Patterson and McCormick, but no whitewash attempt is made. 
Indexed; 50 half-tones. (LC:61-9188) 


Massee, William E. Doubleday 
} MASSEE'S WINE HANDBOOK $3 «95 

A warning- despite the promise that this will lessen your problem of what wine, 
from where, how much, and how to straighten out the nomenclature- this is a handbook for 
ready (?) reference, to have on your own shelf. And not a book for a quick memorizing 
job. For the problem remains a problem. You don't buy table wines by brand but by the 
places from which they come. Mr. Massee breaks down his subject matter into Red, White, 
Pink, Sparkling, Fortified, Aromatic. And under successive headings, he discusses the 
wines from their sources:- France, Italy, Germany, and now and again, Spain, Portugal, 
Hungary, Switzerland, Latin America, and- somewhat hesitatingly- the United States. 
One learns what to look for on the label, where to seek out region, vineyard, vintage, 
distributor- and what the labels mean. Which wines will provide a varied and depend- 
able wine cellar (he charts the actual and recommended names). He ends with some 
salutary advice on ordering in restaurants and hotels, and on what is both dependable 
and reasonable in price. Throughout- advice on what to serve and when; and briefly 


something on storing wines, on temperature, on glasses, cork screws, and the order .of 
serving through the meal. This should have added value for restaurateurs. (LC:61-6513) 
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May 19 


Warburg, James P. ,, Doubleday 
DISARMAMENT: The Challenge of the Nineteen Sixties fA? a 


To disarm or not to disarm? James Warburg, internationally known as a banker, 
economist, political adviser and author, believes that the answer is planned disarmament. 
Almost as if he were writing a diary, he examines the history of disarmament plans, pro- 
grams and proposals, from 1945 on, showing how each side tries to create a favorable 
political atmosphere. (An appendix includes the various plans discussed). He pleads for 
a definite policy where the military will be subordinated to the political. He weighs 
the weaknesses and the errors of both the Truman and Eisenhower programs for disarmament. 
He favors serious consideration of the Polish Rapacki plan of a neutral belt through 
Europe. He quotes John Foster Dulles to the effect that "if the government of China in 
fact proves its ability to govern China without serious domestic resistance, then it, too, 
should be admitted to the United Nations". He feels it most important in planning for 
disarmament that mainland China must be taken into consultation. He maintains disarmament 
will prove revolutionary to our economy and plans must be made in advance for the change- 
over from military programs to peacetime production. He gives many concrete suggestions 
to this end. Not an easy book to assimilate. It should be read carefully so as to ap- 
proach acceptance of some of the necessary steps to forestall the tragedy of thermo-nuclear 
warfare. Controversial and challenging. (LC:61-9205) 


Lynch & Rodwin-£ds. Braziller 
THE FUTURE METROPOLIS $5.00 


This is a symposium which was originally the subject of a special issue of 
Daedalus on the challenge to the metropolis. The contributors include a variety of spe- 
cialists each concerned with a particular aspect of the modern city - its physical form, 
its technology, its politics and economics and its social implications. They discuss the ® 
rise of the modern city - as a product of the 19th century, its changing uses, its parti- 
cular values, the facilities it should have, and the forces exerting the greatest influ- 
ence toward its change. The editors point out some general expectations (which have 
received attention from other commentators), for example, the obvious facts that leisure 
will increase along with automation and that as transportation and communications increase 
mobility will be higher. Some contributors expect the metropolis to grow at the expense 
of smaller cities. All agree that the metropolitan complex as a dominent environment 
offers fundamental opportunities for higher incomes and a wider choice of ways of living. 
There are two general essays on the city in the literature of Utopia and the anti-urban 
attitude of the American intellectual towards the city. Of interest to those engaged in 
city planning and students of the subject. (LC:61-9964) 


Bontemps, Arna Dodd, Mead 
ONE HUNDRED YEARS OF NEGRO FREEDOM $3.50 


Inevitably, the Civil War centennial has evoked a book that attempts to size up 
all the significant events of American Negro life since the Emancipation Proclamation. 
The scope of the subject being what it is, the author justifiably decided to concentrate 
principally upon those events and elements which have already attained some historical 
perspective. The highlights of the years since the death of Booker T. Washington in 1915 
are sketched in the final chapters, with a look to the future, but the main part of the 
study is devoted to the first 60-odd years of Negro freedom and the huge strides made in the 
awkward Reconstruction era and beyond. Many little-known episodes are explained in detail, 
such as the migration of the "“exodusters" from the Deep South to Kansas. Education, reli- 
gion, and every kind of acculturation are viewed as part of one complex pattern that must 
be seen in its entirety before the struggle for civil liberties can be fully understood. 4 
There is a warm and wholesome quality about this book - particularly those sections devoted z 
to the biographies of outstanding Negro leaders - that elevates it above the sorry nature 
of some of the historical details it relates. The cause of human equality is well served 
by this level-headed backward glance over an awesome and remarkable century. (LC:61-11716) 
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May 22 


Dornberg, John Macmillan 
SCHIZOPHRENIC GERMANY $6.50 


This is an attempt by a young German Jew, who fled his country with his 
parents early in the Nazi regime, to assess present-day Germany after a tour there 
with the U.S. Army. Actually, the author's conclusions, as the title suggests, are 
that there are no conclusions. Basing his observations principally on West Germany 
(very few references are made to the so-called Peoples' Republic), the author finds 
neo-Nazis, but no danger of a resurgence of Naziism; Nazis in high positions, but 
not Nazis in control of the government; a new army that leaves a lot to be desired 
but still is not excessively militaristic or nationalistic; anti-Semitism present 
but no more so than elsewhere; Nazis receiving pensions, but others receiving prison 
terms; a nationalistic press, but a more important democratic press, etc. This is a 
lucid book, easily read. But only the future, as the author points out, holds the 
answer to the question of whether democracy has really taken hold firmly enough in 
Germany to survive a depression, an onslaught from Right or Left, or even a change 
from the leadership of Chancellor Adenauer. (LC:61-6582) 


Strong, Robert Hale Regnery 
A YANKEE PRIVATE'S CIVIL WAR $3.95 


* Based on unpublished and carefully preserved letters from a Union soldier 
to his family, this fascinating book is a first-hand, day-by-day account of the 
Civil War as one of General Sherman's "bummers" met it on the march from Atlanta to 
the sea and into North Carolina. Holding the timeless vigor of contemporary records, 
the book tells the same story, from a different viewpoint, as does John M. Gibson's 
recently published account of the march, The 163 Days. With a pungency of style and 
phrase of which he was unaware, the author, a midwestern farmboy, writes in detail 
of the miseries and joys, if there were any, of Sherman's march. Cutting all commu- 
nications when they left Atlanta, the men were told that they must live off the 
country or go hungry. "We did both", says the author, and tells of organized 
foraging, a war necessity but from his account by no means always the matter of 
brutal plunder and violence so often depicted. The men were always dirty; usually 
they were also hungry. Some officers were cruel, others kind; "Sherman, he was a 
nice general." Marching in rain was sheer horror: "with our pants stuck in our 
stockings and our stockings held up with string, with the mud coming over the tops 
of our shoes, and the friend of man, the louse, holding squad drill on our backs.” 
There were some compensations: enemy artillery might give them "fits", but when the 
firing stopped men from both sides managed to meet and exchange coffee and tobacco, 
gossip and friendly warnings. In these letters, fresh as the day they were written, 
is the very stuff of the war. A must for all Civil War buffs. Illustrated. 


Arendt, Hannah Viking 
BETWEEN PAST AND FUTURE - $5.00 


' Between Past and Future is a collection of six long and rhetoric-filled 
essays that strive to measure how far modern man has strayed from the classical 
tradition, in both the way he educates his children and the way he evolves his out- 
look on life. This departure is not necessarily wholly bad, says the author, but 
she deplores the fact that nothing has been found that serves mankind so well as a 
deep understanding of history. Unless the reader is well acquainted with Plato, 
Aristotle, and Thucydides, to say nothing of Marx, Nietzsche, and Kierkegaard, it 
is exceedingly difficult to follow the author's tortuous consideration of the meanings 
of immortality, authority, freedom, and culture. Some passages, for example, depend 
more on citations from the Greek and other languages than they do on the inadequate 
translations that are provided. With a fireworks display of syntax she contrasts 
the position of Hegel as a political prime-mover with that of Socrates as an educator, 
and Robespierre's defense of terror and tyranny are compared to the statements of 
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Machiavelli. Dr. Arendt's publishers claim that her essays can "guide and inspire those 
seeking to understand our times", but the claim alone is not enough to make her writing 
clear to readers who lack the extraordinary background required to keep pace with her 

professorial erudition. A lineal "key" would be more to the point. The most her book can 

24 = the average reader comprehend that his education is totally inadequate. (LC: 
1-7261 





May 22 


Richardson, Robert S.-£d. with World 
Bonestell, Chesley-J/lus. $6.50 
MAN AND THE MOON 


Today we know that man will in the presumably near future land on the moon. 
Science offers the probable answers to the questions that this poses. Our knowledge of 
the moon, the history of how man has regarded and written about it, the plans he is now 
making to visit it, make a fascinating, semi-scientific document for the non-scientist- 
stranger than any science fiction. This is a symposium of articles written by experts, 
given continuity and further expansion by the editor-artist team. Ralph Baldwin's The 
Face cf the Moon is one of the inclusions; the writings of H. Percy Wilkins, Wernher von 
Braun, and others present as varied an introduction as the layman could ask on principles 
of space flight, presumption of what life on the moon could be, theories of the origin of 
the lunar body, what is known of Sputnik's televising of the other side of the moon, etc. 
Illustrations, photographs and a map give it a sense of authenticity. (LC:61-5813) 


May 24 


Freeman, Lucy & Harper 
Greenwald, Harold $4.95 


EMOTIONAL MATURITY IN LOVE AND MARRIAGE 


Lucy Freeman, whose name by now is a passe partout, and Harold Greenwald, a 
psychiatrist, who did an earlier study of the Cal! Girl, have collaborated to write a 
"serious popular presentation" of marriage and the many attitudes which may make it a 
hostile or empty relationship. The pre-marital and honeymoon periods are discussed 
(sexual intimacy before, which may lead to guilt or suspicion; the motivation to marry; 
etc.) so is the importance (not all) of the sexual relationship later. Some of the dis- 
cussion concentrates on overt trouble areas; money, the importance of privacy- and com- 
munication; in-laws; and relatively little about children. More of it deals with sub- 
conscious behavioral patterns, the double-mind (love-hate), the pleasure-pain principle, 
fears, fantasies, guilts. A considerable caseload of marital experiences supplements and 
illustrates the main areas of dissatisfaction which prevail and bear examination by those 
looking for enlightenment and guidance rather than easy reassurance- so common to this 
type of personal-psychological counseling at a lower level. (LC:61-8611) 


Talese, Gay a> Harper 
NEW YORK 2 $400 


The subtitle A Serendipiter's Journey is well applied to this muster of the 
unusual, strange, unknown, forgotten, unnoticed, and usually off beat wonders of this 
city for there is much, when discovered, that will astound. In the miscellany are push- 
cart makers, divers, "Mr. Washington", court buffs, shoe shine boys, the last free bath 
house, the army of cleaning women whose bucket brigade takes over at night, book thieves, 
fortune tellers, marriage brokers, demolition gangs, cats of all kinds, eccentrics, bus 
drivers, the George Washington Bridge, tattooing, doormen, rainy days, the tallest man, 
the Bowery, Riker's Island, etc., etc., etc. There will be 41 full page photographs by 
Marvin Lichtner that will accompany the text and the book should be a delight to this 
city's inhabitants as well as to travelers-through. (LC:61-6443) 
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Thomas, Hugh Harper 


THE SPANISH CIVIL WAR $8.50 





More than 20 years after one of the most bitter and cruel civil wars in 
European history, the story of that war appears in English in this attempt to set 
down objectively and dispassionately what happened during that terrible 24 years. 
Not only is such a book sorely needed as a document, but as a corrective against 
the sea of misinformation, myth, and lie which has swelled up about the Spanish r 
tragedy. How many times today do we hear that the war was "Communist inspired" or 
"a part of the Communist plot of world domination". The author corrects this by 
carefully, explicitly, covering the origins of the war as they developed in the 
20's and early 30's. He discusses the fight between Carlists, syndicalists, social- 
ists, liberals, Falangists, Communists, militarists, and regional autonomy advocates, 
who continually tore the central Madrid government apart. He shows the liberal 
d Azana as a figurehead, dominated by forces and events around him, until, on that 
i; bloody July day of 1936, the shooting started. Then he recaptures the awful years 
i after---Franco's arrival with the Army of Africa, murder in the towns, the long 
siege of Madrid, loss of the Ebro, and finally the sad fall of Barcelona in 1939. 
This is a vitally important book, one which serves history in the best sense. It 
. will still arouse anger in many partisan quarters, perhaps with justification, but 
it remains still a "must" for students of politics and history. Excellent. illustra- 
tions. (LC:61-6177) 


May 25 


Caesar, Gene Dutton 
@ KING OF THE MOUNTAIN MEN $4.95 


The story of the great mountain man Jim Bridger, of his travels beyond the 
Green River into the virgin west, and of his trapper-guide friends Jed Smith, Kit 
Carson, Bill Sublette, etc., is as colorful an epic as any in the history of our 
country. This attempt to retell it is a worthy and highly readable one. From the 
day in 1822 when Bridger left with the Falstaff Battalion up the Missouri, until he 
died, blind and broke, 60 years later, an unforgettable era had come and gone. Here 
were the trappers, the Indian fights, the life and morality of a truly wild west, 





the coming of Fremont and other civilizers, the Mormon insurrections, and finally 
the savage Indian wars of the 60's and 70's. Excellent story-telling. Illustrated. 
(LC :61-6022 ) 
Carr, Rachel Van Nostrand 
JAPANESE FLORAL ART $12.50 


The author, one of the few foreigners to have attained a Master's Degree 
from the renowned Koryu School of floral arrangement, has written an enchanting ac- 
count of this highly intricate art beginning with her own intensive involvement in 
it and the arduous course she undertook to master it. J[kebana is rooted in and re- 
flects the historical, symbolic and religious aspects of Japanese culture. For this 
reason alone, an audience wider than those interested in learning technique should 
be attracted to this book. Each dimension, from chapters on descriptive arrangements 
and appropriate materials to those dealing with religious influences and special 
symbolic meanings,is explored and further enhanced by 34 color photos and 175 line 
drawings. Fascinating sections on floral etiquette and the tea ceremony, floral 

@ festivals and the floral calendar are presented simply and skillfully. Both as a 
guide book of instruction or an anthropological discussion, this functions as a 
valuable cultural link. 
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May 26 


Miller, William Hugh Chilton 
EVERYBODY'S GUIDE TO MUSIC $7.50 


"Music", says this teacher of music, "is not all social and does not have to 
be useful." In the hope of winning new friends for serious music, however, Professor 
Miller has constructed a very useful study plan by means of which the ordinary person 
may learn how to derive more pleasure than ever from his listening experiences. Having 
separated heteronomous (descriptive or "program") music from autonomous (absolute, pure) 
music, he takes the position that "the programmatic...is no shortcut to a real aesthetic 
experience." He sets up conditions under which the neophyte will come to accept autonomous 
music for its musical values alone, without seeking extramusical qualities. Taking advan- | 
tage of the modern accessibility of phonograph recordings, the entire book is designed to 
be used with specific recorded examples. Only in a classroom situation would every one 
of the many examples be likely to be available, but even the person with limited resources 
stands to profit greatly from Miller's explicit discussions of musical elements. The 
sections on dance forms, compositional form and analysis, and the makeup of the orchestra 
are carefully done. Opera lovers may object that no book on music appreciation is complete 
without some detailed consideration of that medium, but Everybody's Guide to Music is 
otherwise quite substantially encyclopedic. It should attract wide attention in music 
education circles, especially in the increasingly popular adult education field. Pro- 
fusely illustrated with diagrams and charts. 


Poolman, Kenneth John Day 
ZEPPELINS AGAINST LONDON $4.50 


When Count von Zeppelin launched his first giant, lumbering airships around the 
turn of the century, he could only guess what powerful weapons they would soon become a 
against proud England. The zeppelins were put into use against London soon after the 
war broke out in 1914, and for two years continued to harass, terrorize, and kill the 
civilian population of that great city. Nothing could stop them. Anti-aircraft guns were 
too small to reach the big ships hovering murderously above. Tiny fighters equipped only 
with rifles and fire darts did little to stop the zeppelins. But finally a defense system 
was created which made it possible for young pilots such as Lieutenant Robinson to get 
above the zepps and, using incendiary bullets, send them tumbling like fiery logs down 
out of the sky. That defense system was the beginning of organized air-raid defense as 
we know it today. So effective did it prove that zepps ceased being a formidable weapon 
of war. A colorful, extremely well-researched and presented story of one of war's for- 
gotten episodes. Illustrated. (LC: 61-10316) 


40 
Feder; Gibbons & Dinneen 4 7 Doubleday 
THE GREAT BRINK'S HOLDUP }{|“2 \ 5)? $3.95 


Introduced and concluded- the last three chapters at Sid Feder's death- by Joseph 
F. Dinneen, who used the case in two earlier novels, and was said to have made more money 
out of it than anyone except the bandits,- the Brink robbery can still bear up and perhaps 
deserves this straighter handling. This collaborative effort, in which ten men took 2 3/4 
million dollars in 17 minutes, remains not only the greatest cash robbery in history- but 
in a Pyrrhic sense the most successful. Even though the offenders are behind bars, the 
money is still at large. Feder and Gibbons (who rode in a prowl car at the time) have 
provided a "sensible and intelligent" background and the preliminaries are almost as fas- 
cinating as the actual heist: the months of planning, casing, the dry run in December, the 
masterminding of McGinnis who did not take part in the holdup but got most out of it; the 
sorting and sharing of the money (much of it was non-negotiable); the tremendous dragnet 
operation of the FBI with time running out at the end of three years, and finally the 
arrest of those involved, only made possible when Specs O'Keefe (shot at three times by 
the mob) agreed to talk... That Untouchables market should be easy to finger. (LC:60-9475) 
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May 27 





Potter, Neil & John Day 
Frost, Jack THE QUEEN MARY $4.50 









a OE A 


Two highly capable London newspapermen tell the story of a great and 

famous ship in a colorful, selective book of anecdotes and chronological history. 

They tell how the huge 81,000 ton-1,000 foot long liner was conceived and built, how 

she recaptured trans Atlantic records for England, how she served in the War, and 

what has happened to her since. The anecdotes however are the highlights. We learn 

how Clive Bell criticized her decor, how she cut the cruiser Curacao in two during 

the war, who was aboard her on her maiden voyage (it was the "social register" 

| voyage), and what the Cunard Company plans to do with the Mary. Incidental intel- 

'. ligence, such as why she carries 2400 bottles of Scotch, what her menus are like, 
and what restrictions are imposed upon the crew, make interesting sidelights. TIllus- 
trated. (LC:61-10315) 


ee 


May 7? 


Conger, Lesley Norton 
LOVE AND PEANUT BUTTER $3 95 


* Mrs. Conger's life is full of many things: a husband with a beard; six 
children- and an almost full-grown foster child, an Indian girl; a rundown house 
which could use a lot of attention; the "incredible sloppiness" of the housekeeping 
she should be doing; teaching- part time; and--- "The Book I Am Supposed To Be 
Writing" which- happily- got written. In this calendar year which begins with the 
same New Year's resolutions (lose 10 pounds; learn Russian; etc., etc.) and ends 
with some of the same "deferred aspirations", there are familiar motifs: February- 

@ colds and contagious diseases; June- report cards and outgrown swim suits. In be- 
tween, there are scattered annotations on this crowded household where not together- 
ness- but a little apartness- is the desideratum; on gardening and birdwatching and 
painting- portraits and walls; on the books she reads- the movies she likes- the 
music they listen to; on clothes- she doesn't buy, and the dieting she doesn't get 
around to, and on- and on- in a domestic vista of a life which may not be gracious 
living but is happy and certainly busy. A market should not be hard to find: while 
not quite as outlandish as Shirley Jackson's Life Among the Savages it has much of 
the same disorganized, casual charm and humor. (LC:61-7475) 


Yesenin-Volpin, Aleksandr Sergeyevich Praeger 
LEAF OF SPRING $3.00 


The importance of this little volume, half poetry, half prose, lies chiefly 
in the interdiction of its publication in Russia, and the recent imprisonment of its 
36 year old author. (Yesenin-Volpin is the natural son of that famous Russian poet, 
Yesenin, a contemporary of Pasternak and pastoral-imagist who commited suicide in 
1925.) This book is divided into two parts, the first consisting of poems (1941-1951) 
which contain both Aesopian and outspoken criticism of the Soviet government. The 
second part is a prose essay which sets forth the author's extremely skeptical, not 
to say nihilistic, views in the terms of his chosen profession- a philosophical 
logician. Since Russian poetry lends itself so poorly to translation into English, 
the poetry is difficult to evaluate per se. It does contain a strong love of liberty 
and many words of courage. But the most astonishing and revealing characteristic of 
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the book is that its contents should have provoked the Russian authorities to the 
severest measures (the author's whereabouts are now unknown), and its main interest is 
not in the field of poetry- or philosophy- but of politics, as an example of suppression. 


(LC:61-6798) 


And One Late Comer. 


Practically Published 


Rosenblum, Robert Harry N. Abrams 
CUBISM AND TWENTIETH CENTURY ART $25.00 


In a richly informative, sumptuously illustrated anthology, Mr. Rosenblum tra- 
verses the "traditional" scope of Cubism, while fully developing it for inclusion as a 
firm springboard, and intelligently relates its mass, many faceted effect on the sculp- 
tural and pictorial styles of later movements through 1937 both in America and Europe. 
How the formative period of Cubism (1907-1914) illustrated by the works of Picasso, 
Braque, Gris and Leger was expanded to influence the works of Villon, Feininger and Davis, 
and how the seeds of its identity in new forms, inspired such artists as Duchamp, Marc, 
Miro and Chagall furnishes an illuminating perspective on 20th Century art. By way of 
visual explanation, 268 removable illustrations, 40 reproduced in color are scattered 
throughout the text. (LC:61-7155) 
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230 Canaway, W.H.- FIND THE BOY- price from $3.50 to $3.75 (Viking) 
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